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SUKHOY SU=24 AIRCRAFT DESCRIBED IN FRENCH SOURCE 
Parie AVIATLON MAGAZINE INTERNATIONAL in French 15-31 Dec 80 pp 40-43 


[Article by Jacques Marmain and William Green: "A Soviet F-11i Which Does Not Lack 
Punch”) 


[Text] With each passing day, the air forces of the Warsaw 
Pact keep boosting their increasingly sophisticated equipment. 
Two specialists in Soviet aviation, Jacques Marmain and William 
Green, today present to our readers the complete record on one 
of the most redoutable weapons systems of Soviet tactical avia- 
tion, the Su-24. 


Adm Thomas H. Moorer, at that time chief of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the United 
States, early in 1974 revealed the existence of what he at that time described as 
the "first modern Soviet aircraft specifically designed as a fighter-bomber specia- 
lizing in ground-attack missions.” At that time it was believed that it would be 
designated the Su-19 and NATO gave it the code name of Fencer. It might just have 
well been baptized the “Arlesienne” because, like the heroine of Alphonse Daudet, 
nobody ever saw it although there was quch talk about it. Or almost nobody saw it 
because we have been able to gather a certain number of tattered but verified docu- 
ments on this aircraft which today enable us to give our readers a vast volume of 
previously unpublished information and illustrations. 


The Su-24--because we have good reason to believe that this is the precise Soviet 
designation--more than anv other Soviet military aircraft of the third generation, 
reflects the change in fundamental strategy which has been adopted by Frontovaya 
Aviateiya or FA (Tactical Aviation) of the air forces of the USSR (V-VS [Air Forces]), 
over the past decade, switching from an essentially defensive position to a reso- 
lutely offensive position. By itself, the Su-24 seriously threatens the rather 
shaky balance of air forces involved, first of all because of the number of aircraft 
already placed in service (between 500 and 600) and also because of the current 
production rate (eight per month) and finally because of its remarkable hedge-hop- 
ping penetration capability the volume and variety of the military payload it can 
carry, its ability to use semi-improved runways, and a lo-lo-lo action radius al- 
lowing it to carryout interdiction missions well beyond the front line (FLOT or 
Front Line of Troops, formerly called FEBA or Forward Edge of Battle). The four 
main rear support bases, equipped with shelters, have been placed in the Baltic 
Military District at Chernyakhovsk, east of Kaliningrad, close to the Polish border, 











and at Tukums, near the Gulf of Riga, in the Soviet Republic of Latvia, as weil as 
in the Carpathian Military Dietricc, at Starokonstantinov and Gorodok, two Ukranian 
towns. There is alao a Fencer base in the Far East, to watch 4 certain portion of 
Chinese territory. Besides, during the summer of 1979, a regiment of Su-246 air- 
craft went through a “familiarization” training course at the East German base of 
Templin, north of Berlin, which is under the léch Soviet Air Arny. 


Description 


The Su-24 is the Soviet equivalent of the Felli; it is 4 two-seat, variable-geometry 
twinjet whose weight and dimensions are about i2 percent lesa than those of its 
American big brother. it is logical to think that the development cycle of the 
Fencer began around 1965, a time at which the F-lll was undergoing 4 very contro- 
Versial testing program. It was also logical to assign such 4 project to the 
research bureau directed by the Designer-General Pavel 0. Sukhoy, assisted by chief 
engineer Ye.A. Ivanov (who was to take over management of the research office after 
Sukhoy's death in 1975). As a macter of fact, it was Sukhoy who had developed the 
Su-/7B fighter-bomber and its variable-geometry derivative of which three versions 
are known (Su-17, Su-20, Su-22). 


For the wing cell, Sukhoy dropped the idea of the sophistication of an automatic 
sweep angle variation over the entire range and instead adopted a less complex 
system involving only three sweep angles selected by the pilot, that is, 16°, 45°, 
and 68°. The leading edge of the moving portion is entirely taken up by a lip 
with an automatic slot whereas che trailing edge is equipped with double-slot 
flaps in three sections. On che back of the wing, forward ct the flaps, we have 
the differential-control spoilers which make it possible to guarantee lateral con- 
trol at iow speed and which work symmetrically as offset members during landing. 
The position of the pivot is practically identical to that of the MiG-23/27 which 
leads us to assume chat the research in the matter of variable geometry was perfor- 
med by a central research agency such as the TsAGI [Central Aero-Hydrodynamics 
Institute], for all of the Soviet research bureaus. 


The nose of the fuselage consists of the radome which contains the multipurpose 
radar antenna (Doppler with pulses for navigation, terrain-tracking and fire 
control). The diameter of this antenna is estimated at 1.25 a, a rather impressive 
figure. The cockpit is designed in a two-seat, side-by-side pattern and it is 
about 1.60 @ wide; but contrary to the F-lll, the pilot and the weapons svstems 
operator do not have an ejectable capsule but simply ejectable zero-zero seats. To 
get the most volume possible for fuel, the fuselage does not have any tanks [blis- 
ters] and all military payloads are carried on the ou*sice. 


The tail assembly is quite conventional for an aircraft of this type. The horizon- 
tal stabilizer is of the monobloc type and only the fin on this aircraft recalls 
the “touch” of the Sukhoy research bureau. Here we find, at its base, the housing 
for the drogue-chute, the passive rear detector, as well as the various recessed 
antennae. There are two yaw keels placed under the fuselage to make it possible 

to increase the lateral stability. 


The landing gear, designed to enable the aircraft to use semi-improved runways, 
includes a nosewheel mounted on a long shock absorber and it is retracted coward 








the rear, under the radio comparcment, The wheeis, a8 on the MiG-23/2) airecrafe, 
are equipped with almost all-around Mudguards to prevent any projections into the 


jet engine's air intake. The main landing gear has a width of 4.25 @ (as against 
3 min the Felli). tes kinetics are rather complex. It pivots ss a matter of fact 
firet of all upward and then towards the interior in order then to be housed in 


the fuselage. Each strut is equipped with two wheeis provided with low-pressure 
tires. Considering the very heavy wing loading of the aircraft (more than 900 
kg/a?!), we Might cettainly think that, as in the case of the Su-/B, the Su-24 can 
be equipped with SPRD-110 jato rockets with 3,000 kgp when it gust Cake off from 
se@i-improved runways. 


Power Plant 


All Sukhoy aircraft which have come out since 1965 traditionaliy were powered by 
A.M. Lyulka (AL=-7F-i for the Su-7B, AL-21F-3 for the Su-i7); but these are simpie- 
flow jet engines whose specific consumption is relatively high. Thies is why there 
is every reason to think that, considering the flying area involved io the Sue24 
missions, the aircraft is equipped with two double-flow Tumanaky 28-298 [engines| of 
the same type acs those used in the MiG-23 family (R-29-300, R-29B). We now are 
beginning to get a better idea of this jet engine whose mein characteristics we 
will find here for the first time. These R-29, whose dilution rate we de not know, 
has five BP | low-pressure] compressor stages and six high-pressure compressor 
stages. ‘cs compression ratio is 12.4 and its weight rate is 105 ka/sec. The 
maxigum thrust, without re-igniction, is 8,000 kg and with re-ignition, it can be 
varied between 9,900 kg and 11,500 kg; che abrupt acceleration between these cwo 
extreme figures takes between 3 and 5 sec. 


With a dry weight of 1,760 kg, the R-29 weighs 86 kg less than the Pratt and Whit- 
ney TF30-P-9 (JTFLOA-36) of the F-lll D. Its dimensions are slightly smaller and 

it has a thrust, without re-ignition, which is 42 percent greater than that of the 
American jet engine. At maximum re-ignition, the thrust advantage of the R-29 is 
mo more than 22 percent (9,460 kg for che TF-30). But it is true that the Fencer, 
compared to the F-lil, has a 25-percent thrust advantage upon takeoff, acceleration, 
and maximum speed. 


At a maximum we ght of 39,500 kg, the thrust-to-weight ratio of the Fencer thus is 
something like 1i:1.72, as against 1:2.25 for the F-l11D (at a maximum weight of 
42,860 kez). The two double-flow (engines) of the Su-24 are supplied through two 
acetal, .atee-vimensional air intakes, comprising a boundary layer separating 
partition and, under the base of the wing cell, two small tertiary air intakes. 

The internal fuel capecity is 13,000 liters (10,000 kg) and the Su-24 has frequently 
been ~dserved with two big external jecttisonable fuel tanks of 2,000 liters under 
the fixed portion of the wing cell. These tanks are fitted on and, forward, have 
two small air passage surfaces with a negative angle of attack to give che tank the 
proper torque when it is dropped. 


Armament 


The Su-24 is armed with a six-barrei (23-mm caliber) rotary cannon of the same type 
as the one used in the MiG-27 (Flogger-D). It is semi-recessed under the fuselage 
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Siles mounted under the adaptors. They are the AA-2-2 Atoll, which is radar-guided 
and the AA-8 Aphid which is iR-guided. in addition to these all-weather fire con- 
trol capability of the multipurpose radar, the aircraft ts equipped with a laser 
telemeter and a fire control unit working on illuminated targets. The Su-24 fin- 
ally can be equipped with rocket clusters © the S-JAK, S55, OF S24 Cype. 

it is now 6 years since (he Su-c4 Has Des p.aced in service and we can now judge 
the threat it represents as we reaiize--in addition to the figures already given-- 
that the RAS intelligence service credits it with a military payload and action- 
radius capability five Cimes greacer than that of the aircraft which it is supposed 
to replace, the Yak-25 Biower and, in iess chan 3 years, the Feacer squadrons will 
be supported by a new type of armored attack aircraft known under the provisional 
designation of Ram J (so called because it was spotted, along with other prototypes, 
by American spy satellites at the Ramenskoye base, the Soviet CEV), or the T-56, 

a twin-jet which, because of its mission profile, is very close to the Fairchild 
Republic A-l10A “Thunderbolt. We can thus understand the worry of the western 
statfs caused by this constant strengthening of the air forces of the Warsaw Pact, 
particularly in the field of interdiction aircraft. 


’ 


Some Statistics 
Estimated Characteristics 


Wing spread (at i6° sweep angie): 17.25 m; wing spvead (at 68° sweep angle): 10.30 
m. Wing surface: 42 m* (at 16° sweep angle). Empty weight equipped: 19,000 kg. 
Fuel: 10,000 kg. Maximum takeoff weight: 39,500 kg. 


Estimated Performances 


Maximum speed with two combat fuel tanks and four ai~-co-air missiles: M 2.3 above 
11,000 m; M 1.2 at sea level. Effective ceiling: 16,300 m. Climb time to 12,200 
m after brake release: 1 minute and 30 seconds. 


Tactical Action Radius 


A simple look at the map published below [not included] shows that, frow its rear- 
area bases, situated in the USSR, the Su-24, by adopting a Hi-Lo-Hi mission profile, 
giving it an action radius of 1,700 km, can cover a vast portion of western Europe, 
carrying a military payload of 2 ¢ and two combat fuel tanks of 2,000 liters. The 











mission profile will then be as followa: takeoff, climb to 11,000 @, appreach 


target at economical cruising speed of M 0.9 at that altitude, descent to 100 & 
attack and evasion flight path over a distance of 155 km perforwed at M i,., ciim 
ing back to economical cruising altitude for return flight and landing. The action 
radius can be further increased if, during the return flight, che Su-24 can land o: 


the many landing fields available in eastern Europe, not including Che sem.-improved 
runways which its landing gear enables it to use. Taking off from advanced bases, 
although more dangerously exposed than those of Templin in the GDR, the aircratc, 
without extra tanks but with a heavier military payload, will only have an action 
radius of 560 km, on a Lo-Lo-Lo mission, with the approach and return flights being 
performed at M 0.85 at 300 m, and the attack and evasion phase at Mi.2d. But it 

is difficult to go further in estimating the combat accion radii of this  ‘reraft 
without knowing the particular scenario for each of these missions. We must as a 
matter of fact remember that the Su-24 is not an air superiority fighter. Ic is 
vulnerable to F-15, F-lé, and Mirage Fl aircraft which it will encounter in tne 
air space which it will try to penetrate and which will make it secessary, in most 
cases, to use it or a Lo-Lo-Llo mission profile. If the FA therefore wants to derive 
advantages from the aircraft's formidable low-altitude penetration capacities, for 
interdiction missions in the heavily defended air space of the central Curopean 
zone, it is likely that it will try to exploit the aircraft's excellent runway per- 
formances by deploying smali groups of Fencer aircraft, scattered on semi-improved 
runways situated near the combac zone, thus complicating the cask of the air defense 
forces of the Atlantic Alliance. 














POLITICAL (NDOCTRINATION: NEW TRAINING OBJECTIVES 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 20, Oct 80 signed to press 3 Oct 80 
pp 5-8 


(Editorial: "Concern and Attention for Political Training" | 


(Text! The communists and all the Soviet people are living and working in an atmos- 
phere of a great political and labor upsurge brought about by the preparations for 
the next 26th CPSU Congress. Like all the workers of our nation, the men of the 
Army and Navy have been inspired by the decisions of the June (1980) Plenum of the 
CPSU Central Committee and the report of Comrade L. |. Brezhnev in which he has 
given a profound analysis of the domestic and international situation, and has out- 
lined the tasks of the party and the people related to the preparations for the 
congress. 


The Soviet people completely and fully approve the domestic and foreign policy of 
the CPSU. In response to the plenum's decisions and to the Decree of the Party 
Central Committee "On the Socialist Competition to Properly Celebrate the 26th CPSU 
Congress," they are actively fighting to further increase the economic, scientific- 
technical and defense might of the Soviet country, and are making a worthy contri- 
tution to the strengthening of universal peace. In all of this one can clearly and 
convincingly see their high ideological loyalty and their activist position in life. 


The CPSU views the communist indoctrination of the workers as an important front in 
the struggle for communism. The party proceeds from the view that it is impossible 
to advance the great cause of building communism without the all-round development 
of man himself, and that without a high level of culture, education, social aware- 
ness and the internal maturity of people, communism is as impossible as it is with- 
out the corresponding material and technical base The Decree of the CPSU Central 
Committee "On Further Improving Ideological and Politica. Indoctrination Work" has 
convincingly pointed out that the course of economic, sociopolitical and cultural 
development in the nation, the full realization of the possibilities of developed 
socialism, the implementing of the foreign policy of the Soviet Union and the 
strengthening of its international positions depend more and more upon the successes 
in ideological work. 


In being guided by Lenin's instructions that the development of the awareness of the 
masses is the basis and the main content of all our activities, the party has car- 

ried out purposeful ideological and political indoctrination work. its core is the 
shap.ng in Soviet people of a scientific ideology, wholehearted loyalty to the cause 














of the party and cogmunist ideals, love for the socialist motherianc, and prole- 
tarian internationalisa. 





Ideological conviction is the main character trait of the new man who has been 
raised in the socialist system. It has always been and rema.ns the source of his 
unshakable will, his steadfastness and courage in combat, creative inspiration and 
enthusiasm in peaceful creation. The party has worked constantly so that a know 


ledge of revolutionary theory is turned in the Soviet people into a conviction, 
into an activist position in life, so that each Soviet citizen is a © eadfast 
fighter for communism, against any manifestations of an alien ideology and the 
remnants of the past, and that he clearly understand his social! role, the social 


significance of his personal contribution to the common cause of building communisa. 
"To instill in a person a desire for high social goals, ideological conviction and 

a truly creative attitude toward labor,"’ Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev has pointed out, "is 
one of the primary tasks." 


The goals of the party's program in the area of shaping the communist awareness of 
the Soviet people are the determining factors for the ideoiogical and political in- 
doctrination work in the Soviet Armed Forces. Ideological work in the Army and Navy 
helps the men profoundly understand the ideas of Marxism-Leninism and to gain a 
feeling of high responsibility for the conscientious execution of the sacred duty 
of defending the motherland. A study of Marxism-Leninism arms the nen with a clear 
understanding of the party's policy and the ability to defend the principles of com- 
munist ideology and to assess ali the phenomena of social life from truly scientific 
positions. The establishing of a communist ideology and Marxist-Leninist ideas in 
the awareness of the military cadres and ai] the personne! to an enormous degree 
contributes to instilling in them party iloyaity, 4nd irreconciiability to the ene- 
mies of socialism and the hostile ideology of anticommunism. The active efforts by 
the commanders, political workers and the party organizations aimed at carrying out 
the requirements of the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving 
Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work" are contributing to a new rise in 
ideological indoctrination in the Army and Navy and to a greater impact of it on all 
aspects of the life and combat activities of the troops and on their combat readi- 
ness. 


The previous training year was very fruitful in the Marxist-Leninist training of the 
officers, in the political studies of the warrant officers ‘praporshchik" and 
"michman"., in the system of political exercises for the soldiers, saiiors, ser- 
geants and petty officers, and in party education. The ideological and theoretical 
level of the exercises was raised and their ideological focus was more clearly ap- 
parent. there was greater planning and organization in political studies. Under 
the beneficial influence of the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Im- 
proving Ideologicai and Political Indoctrination Work,’ during the previous training 
year, the political studies of the men continued to be improved and enriched with a 
new content. The leadership rersonnel took an active part in carrying out this work. 
The perty organizations paid more attention to the questions of the Marxist-Leninist 
education of the communists. With the methods inherent to them, they saw to it that 
the communists set an example in the study of Marxism-Leninism and our party's 


policy. 


At the same time it must be recognized that the ideological-theoretical, procedural 
and organizational level! of political studies is far from meeting the present re- 
quirements of the party everywhere. The political exercises, political studies, 











Marxist-Leninist training, exercises in the party education system, and mass politi- 
cal measures at times are carried out in a dry and uninteresting manner, divorced 
from the life of the troop coliectives, from the tasks of combat training, the 
strengthening of discipline and proper order in the troops, and they have little in- 
fluence upon improving military skills and on developing in the men high political 
and moral qualities, and immunity to hostile ideology and morality. At times the 
nature of the sharply intensified ideological struggle on the international scene 

iS not always considered. Certain commanders and political bodies do not show 
proper concern for the training of propagandists or for improving their theoretical 
knowledge and pedagogical skills, and do not place high demands on them for the 
quality of the exercises. 


At present, when the new training year is approaching, we must in a most careful, 
exacting and self-critical manner analyze the results of the previous year. For 
each training element we wict again and again assess its effectiveness. Does the 
ideological level of polit.cai studies meet the growing demands of the party in 
every way? Has the quality of the studies improved? To what degree have the train- 
ing plans been implemented? How firmly have the students mastered the obtained 
knowledge? How is this reflected in the practical undertakings of the ser icemen? 
All these questions should be closely and thoroughly discussed at the report and 
election meetings of the communists, at the party committees and bureaus, at the 
assemblies and seminars ‘or the propagandists which are held before the start of 
the training year. 


The new year of 1981 in the political studies system will start under conditions of 
energetic preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress. The congresses have always been 
an important event in the life and activities of our Leninist party. In his report 
at the June (1950) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, Comrade L. |. Brezhnev 
said "Each congress has opened up new horizons for our party and country. I am 
confident that the forthcoming congress wiil be the same and it must outline the 
strategy and tactics in the struggle for the coming stage of communist construc- 
tion."' The preparations for the 26th Party Congress will have a decisive impact 
upon the contents of political studies in all their forms, and will help in further 
strengthening its tie with life, and indoctrinating in the men of the Army and Navy 
ideological conviction and intolerance of any manifestations of an alien ideology 
and morality. 


The subjects provided in *he plans for the Marxist-Leninist training of the offi- 
cers during the new training year are the completion of a 4-year training program, 
and provide for a transition to the subsequent study of the materials and decisions 
of the 26th CPSU Congress. In the new train ng ear, the officers who in previous 
years have studied "Urgent Problems in the Theory and Ps.icy of the Party in Light 
of the Decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress," will conclude a 5-year cycle of study 
with the subject plan "The Pulicy of the CPSU--Marxism-Leninism in Action." In the 
process of the exercises under this plan, a study will be made of the questions of 
the party's socioeconomic policy under the conditions of developed socialism, the 
activities of the CPSU in strengthening the defense capability of the nation and 
further raising the combat readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces, the practical as- 
pects of the ideological indoctrination of the commanders, political bodies, the 
party and Komsomol organizations in carrying out the demands of the CPSU Central 
Committee to further strengthen the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed 
Forces, and the ideas of V. I. Lenin on the socialist competition. A special 














subject is devoted to a criticism of movlern bourgeois and Maoist fa! fiers who 
distort the leading role of the CPSU in comaunist construction and in organizing the 
defense of socialist victories. 


The new subject plan "Urgent Problems of the Modern Ideologica! Struggle” will serve 
the task of unmasking the reactionary nature of imperialism, and strengthening the 
aggressive struggle against the hostile ideology, the hypocrisy and faiseness of 
bourgeois anc revisionistic propaganda. 


The attention of the command and political leadership wi'! be focused on analyzing 
the experience and areas of further work for strengthening the indoctrinational ro'e 
of the Soviet Armed Forces, for developing in the men an activist position in life 


as an important condition for raising vigilance and comba. readiness, for strength- 
ening discipline and for uniting the troop collectives. in the studies of this 
category of officers and generals, an important place will be given over ‘o the 
questions of an integrated approach to the indoctrinational process, and to the 
problems of further improving the style of work, improving the quality and ef*fec- 


tiveness of training and indoctrination for the personnel, using the indoctrination- 
al opportunities of the socialist competition for rising the activeness of the men 
in the effective carrying out of the combat training plans and in mastering the new 


equipment and weapons. 


As in previous years, in all the training pians, spare time has bee ed for 
studying the most important documents of the Communist Party and the Sovie er 

ment, as well as questions related to events in the domestic and nternationa: lire 
of the country, and the missions of the services of the Armed forces, the branches 


of troops, districts, fleets, troop groups, formations, units and ship 


With all categories of officer personnel, regardless of the subject plan being 
studied, it is recommended that a theoretical conference on ‘The Growth of the Lead- 
ing Role of the CPSU--A Regular Pattern in Developed Socialism” be given on the 
level of the unit, ship or formation. A study of all the designated problems pro- 
vides an opportunity for a differentiated approach to the studies of the officers 
and their mastery of theory in close relation to practical activities 


The warrant officers, after they during the last 2 years have studied the course 

"V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on the Defense of the Socialist Fatherland," will begin to 
Study the l-year study plan "The CPSU--The Organizer and Leader of the Soviet People 
and the Armed Forces."" The given plan is also designed for exercises for reenlisted 


pe 
The basic time allocated for political exercises with the rank-and-file and sergeant 
personnel in regular service will be utiiized for studying the materiais and deci- 
sions of the 26th CPSU Congress as well as two basic sections of the study plan: 
"Our Goal--Communism,"’ in the winter training period, and "On Guard for the Social- 
ist Motherland,” in the summer period. 


The officer candidates in training subunits which prepare commanders of squads, 
crews and teams, as well as officer candidates of the training detachments of the 
Navy are to study a number of subjects helping to raise their ideological level and 
master the procedures of indoctrinational work with subordinates. 

















The political exercises of the soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty officers in 
the new training year will start with the study of the subject "The Leninist Com- 
munist Party--The Mind, Conscience and Honor of Our Age." 


Party studies, as before, are to be organired and carried out in accord with the 
training plans and recommendations of the CPSU Central Committee. The Marxism- 
Leninism universities and the evening party schools are to organize their work ac- 
cording to the training plans of the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army 
and Navy. 


The economic seminars and schools of communist labor will continue studying the 
principles of economics and management, advanced production experience, the prob- 
lems of improving the economic mechanism, improving the quality and efficiency of 
labor, the role of the socialist competition, and the indoctrinating of a communist 
attitude toward labor. 


In the political studies of the personnel, as a whole in ideological and political 
indoctrination work, the basic emphasis must be put on a profound study and mastery 
by each serviceman of the works of V. I. Lenin, the decisions of the June (1980) 
Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, the works and speeches of Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev, the tasks posed by the party for the Soviet Armed Forces and the documents 
and materials of the 26th CPSU Congress after their publishing in the press. It is 
essential to ensure che consistent and constant carrying out of the instructions of 
the CPSU Central Committee on raising the scientific level of political studies, 
strengthening their effectiveness, concreteness, and tie with life, as well as de- 
veloping an offensive nature. Proceeding from the fundamental position that commu- 
nist indoctrination should be based upon the principle of a unity of cognitive and 
practical activities, in the process of political training it is essential to be 
concerned as much as possible with turning the obtained knowledge into the vital 
convictions of the soldiers while the convictions should be reflected in their 
practical deeds and heip in serving excellently. 


The propagandizing of the documents and decisions of the party must be carried out 
on a planned and systematic basis. The propagandists must thoroughly explain to 
the students the urgent questiors of CPSU policy at the present stage of communist 
construction, they must thoroughly bring out its leading role in our society and 
Lenin's teachings on the defense of the socialist fatherland, and show the course 
and results of the unstinting struggle of the Soviet people to carry out the new, 
ever-more complicated economic and sociopolitical tasks raised by the party. It is 
essentiai to instill in the personnel communist ideological conviction, pride for 
our socialist motherland, Soviet patriotism and socialist internationalism, and 
loyalty to the glorious traditions of the Communist Partv, the Soviet people and 
their Armed Forces. 


In the process of political studies, it is essential in a more decisive and well- 
argued manner to unmask the aggressive intrigues of imperialism and its supporters, 
to emphasize the acuteness of the class conflict between the two social systems, ex- 
plain the reasons for the exacerbation of the present-day international situation, 
and wage an irreconcilable struggle against hostile ideology. It is essential to 
make all servicemen profoundly aware of the provisions and conclusions defined in 
the course of the Crimean meetings of Comrade L. i. Brezhnev with the leaders of 
the fraternal parties and states and voiced by him in his speech at the ceremony in 
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Alma-Ata, It is essential to see to it that all servicemen profoundly understand 
the objective necessity of reliably defending the historical victories of socialion, 
carrying out their patriotic and international duty in an exemplary manner, raising 
Vigilance and combat readiness in every possible way, and strengthening military 
discipline, 


The tasks presently raised in the forefront of increasing the effectiveness and 
quality of ideological work have a direct bearing on organizing the Marxist- 
Leninist training of the officers, the political studies of the warrant officers, 
the political exercises for the soldiers, sailors, sergeants and petty officers, 
party and economic education, and Komsomol political education. The solution to 
this problem to a decisive degree depends upon the theoretical and pedagogical prep- 
aration of the propagandists and upon their skillful recruitment, placement, train- 
ing and indoctrination. The interests of the matter demand that concern for the 
theoretical and professional preparation of the political studies leaders have a 
more specific nature and be expressed not only in recognizing the necessity of this, 
but primarily in specific measures. It is important to show concern that the as- 
semblies, seminars and instructional-pedagogical exercises conducted with the prop- 
agandists provide them with a great ideological and theoretical impetus and at the 
same time precise practical guidance as to what methods and procedures should be 
used for conducting an exercise with specific students. It has been recommended to 
improve the practice of effectively informing the propagandists on the major prob- 
lems of CPSU policy, on events in our nation and abroad, and the tasks of combat 
training. The young propagandists require special attention. The basic emphasis 
should be put on giving them individual help. 


It must be remembered that qualitative changes in the personnel and the diversity of 
the spiritual interests and needs of all categories of servicemen in the most es- 
sential manner have raised the demands upon the procedures and content of political 
studies. For this reason it can be a question of a high quality of exercises only 
when the very exposition of the material, the nature of the arguments, the scope 

and timeliness of the information, ari the cultivated speech conform to the present 
development level of the serviceman. 


In conducting political exercises, it is important to creatively and thoughtfully 
employ both the lecture-seminar method as well as the method of narration and a 
lively full conversation, considering here both the composition of the group as well 
as the specific conditions. It should not be excluded that even in groups where the 
lecture-seminar methods has been used as the basic one, for individual subjects it 
may be advisable to conduct the exercises using the narration and talk method. It 
is decisively essential to avoid formalism and routine in the exercises, and to make 
good use of artistic literature, technical propaganda devices, visua) aids, to draw 
attention to the emotional aspect of each exercise, and to develop in the rank-and- 
file and sergeant personnel the habits of independent work with a book. ‘ine sub- 
jects of the political exercises make it possible to provide a close tie of the 
studied material with the practical tasks being carried out by the subunit, unit or 
ship. 


An improvement in the quality and effectiveness of politica) training for the per- 
sonnel to a decisive degree is determined by the level of leadership over this im- 
portant area of work. We must not tolerate the fact that in a number of places, 

as checks have shown, as before they allow deviations from the established procedure 
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in Organizing political studies and the unjustified absence of a certain number of 
servicemen ‘rom this. The commanders, the political bodies and the party organiza- 
tions must systematically analyze and discuss the concrete questions of political 
studies, and they must work out and firmly carry out recommendations on improving 
this, strengthening its influence on ali aspects of the life of the subunits, units 
and ships. The party organizations must penetrate more profoundly and specifically 
into the questions of political training. The task is to raise the responsibility 
of the communists for their personal training, for the quality of political studies, 
for the depth of knowledge obtained by the men, and for personal involvement in 
ideological and indoctrinational work. The Komsomol organizations must more effec- 
tively direct indoctrinational measures at ensuring the example set by the Komsomol 
members in training and service. 


Definite steps ahead have been taken in the political training of the men of the 
Army and Navy. It is very important to reinforce and develop aii the best achieved 
here. In the new training year, the year of the 26th Party Congress, it is essen- 
tial to raise political training to a new higher level, seeing to it that it active- 
ly helps the men in their noble labor of strengthening the defense might of our 
motherland and raising the combat readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces. 
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NAVAL FORCES: BLACK SEA FLEET POLITICAL WORK 
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[Article by Vice Adm P. Medvedev, member of the military council and chief of the 
at ieee _— of the Red Banner Black Sea Fleet: "A Critical Approach to 
tters 


[Text] In preparing for the 26th CPSU Congress, the communists, with a feeling of 
heightened exactingness, are analyzing what they have done and are doing to estab- 
lish everywhere, as was provided by the 25th Party Congress, an atmosphere of great 
exactingness and principledness, a creative and critical approach to all questions. 


The active use of criticism and self-criticism by the party organizations and the 
entire party is caused by the objective processes in the development of our social- 
ist society. The communists have set for themselves the magnificent aim of moving 
indefatigably and constantly from point to point along the path to communism. This 
path is not easy. There are and will be difficulties along the path, and mistakes 
are possible. And in order to move forward gore confidently, it is essential not 
only to see the successes, but also disclose the shortcomings and eliminate them 
more rapidly. What has already been achieved, but what also has remained unaccom- 
plished and why? Precisely such a self-crit' al approach to assessing one's labor 
and efforts for the entire party collective, criticism of everything obsolete and 
active support for the progressive are the distinguishing feature of the communists 
and the Leninist tradition of our party. 





The duty of the communists, V. I. Lenin taught, is not to overlook the weaknesses of 
one's movement, but rather to criticize them openly in order to avoid them more 
rapidly and more radically. This legacy of the leader is timely today. As is 
known, criticism and self-criticism are the tested and effective method for develop- 
ing the CPSU and for exercising party leadership; it has always been employed by 

our party which is organized on democratic principles and represents an obligatory 
standard of party life reinforced by the CPSU Bylaws. 


Criticism and self-criticism are presently the standard of not only party but also 
state and public life. The Constitution has given it the highest legal force. The 
law obliges officials at the designated times to review proposals and requests from 
the citizens, to answer them and take the necessary decisions. At the same time 
the law prohibits persecution for criticism, providing for the instituting of pro- 
ceedings for this. In terms of the communists guilty of suppressing criticism or 
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persecuting for criticism, the CPSU bylaws also provide strict responsibility up to 
expulsion from the ranks of the CPSU, 


The 25th Party Congress and the CPSU Central Committee in its Decree "On the State 
of Criticism and Self-Criticism in the Tambovskaya Oblast Party Organization" empha- 
Sized the necessity of further developing criticism and self-criticism, and defined 
the essence of this method. This consists in having all aspects of the activities 
of one or another organization or one or another worker be given an objective assess- 
ment and having all existing shortcomings subjected to thorough analysis for the pur- 
pose of eliminating them. It also means not permitting a liberal attitude toward 
shortcomings and their perpetrators. Confidence and respect for persons should be 
combined with great exactingness for the assigned job. Any instance of an incor- 
st response to criticism should cause a sharp and quick response from the party 
ies. 


The same idea can also be found in the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On 
Further improving Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work." "Incompatible 
with the tasks which the party has presently posed for ideological indoctrination," 
it states, "are the still-encountered fear of openly bringing up for discussion ur- 
gent questions of our social life, and the tendency to smooth over or avoid unsolved 
problems or acute questions, and remain silent about shortcomings and difficulties 
existing in real life. Such an approach, and the inclination to showiness do not 
help things but merely impede the solving of our common problems."" The CPSU Central 
Committee again has recalled that where criticism and self-criticism are not honored, 
where there is not enough publicity in social affairs, direct harm is done to the 
activeness of the masses. 


The basic demands upon criticism and self-criticism were formulated by V. I. Lenin. 
He pointed out that criticism should be principled and full of concern for the in- 
terests of the party, show a desire to steadfastly and courageously defend these 
interests in daily life and practical activities, as well as be intolerant of short- 
comings. The distinguishing features of effective criticism and self-criticism are 
effectiveness, publicizing, justness, soundness, and a permanent and not campaigning 
nature. It is essential that criticism, as V. I. Lenin pointed out, always be com- 
radely, direct, and free of diplomacy and score settling. The party recognizes, 
supports and fosters such criticism which is permeated with a concern for the con- 
mon cause, and helps to improve it. 


The 25th CPSU Congress pointed out--and the post-congress period affirmed this with 
even greater apparentness--that criticism and self-criticism in our party have been 
further developed. A majority of the party committees and party bureaus have begun 
to better consider the critical comments and proposals —* the communists, and have 
strengthened control over their realization. The broad development of principled 

criticism and self-criticism is an indication of the political health of the party 
organizations and their correct understanding of their duty to the party and the 


people. 


All these questions related to the further development of criticism and self- 
criticism are inherent also to the party organizations of troop collectives. In 


accord with the requirements of the party By! the Instructions to the CPSU 
Organizations in the Soviet Army and Navy, mounists in the military are fight- 
ing decisively against negative phenomena, ‘y are coming out from party and 


14 











Class positions against instances of indifference, laxness, political immaturity, 
amoral actions, instances of stagnation, bureaucracy, eye-wash, oversimplification 
and conditionality in combat training--in a word against everything that prevents 
the greatest possible strengthening of the combat readiness of the units, ships and 
formations. Using the tried method of party criticism and self-criticism, the com- 
munists are boldly disclosing shortcomings in the training and indoctrination of 
the personnel, in party political work and in the activities of the party committees 
and party bureaus and political bodies, as well as in the material domestic support 
of the personnel. Here they consider that under army and navy conditions, criticism 
iS not permitted of the orders and instructions of commanders and superiors. How- 
ever this does not mean that a commander or superior can be protected against criti- 
cism for oversights in service, for shortcomings in personal conduct or for violat- 
ing party and military discipline. The duty of a leader of any rank is to correctly, 
in a party fashion, accept critical comments, and draw from them the necessary con- 
clusions for practical work. The person who ceases accepting criticism inevitably 
loses his party qualities of principledness, a feeling of responsibility for the 
assigned job, the ability to approach everything being guided by the interests of 
the common cause. A correct attitude toward criticism is a most important indicator 
in the party maturity of a communist leader. 


The reports and elections of party bodies which are now being conducted in the Black 
Sea Fleet, as in all the Armed Forces, clearly show that the party organizations 
have begun more boldly to disclose shortcomings in the training and indoctrination 
of the troops and in the work of the political bodies and party organizations. In 
light of the demands of the 25th CPSU Congress, the November (1979) and June (1980) 
plenums of the Central Committee, the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Fur- 
ther Improving Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work,"' and the instructions 
of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, the communists are critically analyzing the activities of 
the party organizations, and are planning the ways to further strengthen military 
discipline, improve vigilance and raise combat readiness. The reports and elections 
again affirm that only in a situation of a free exchange of opinions and the great- 
est possible development of criticism and self-criticism can the party organizations 
fully disclose the shortcomings in their work, analyze their causes, outline meas- 
ures aimed at improving the state of affairs, and elect to leading positions in fact 
the best communists capable of carrying out the new, complex tasks. 


In this regard it must be said that a concrete and thorough discussion was held pre- 
cisely in those party organizations where first of all the reports critically ana- 
lyzed the activities of the entire collective and the work of the communists, and 
the effectiveness of the decisions taken and the control over their fulfillment was 
assessed self-critically and in a principled manner. Such reports and the discus- 
sion of them held in an atmosphere of mutual exactingness lead to a situation where 
the decisions taken by the report and election meetings are marked by a sharp focus 
on eradicating shortcomings in party work. 


Practice and our own experience affirm that where criticism and self-criticism are 
developed and encouraged, where the proper conclusions are drawn from this, here 
difficulties are surmounted more rapidly, shortcomings are eliminated, the work is 
carried out more smoothly and amicably, and discipline is stronger. But the ab- 
sence of exacting analysis of activities, or the inability to heed the voice of 
criticism and draw lessons from it lead to stagnation and suffocate any initiative. 
Healthy party criticism has helped more than one collective disclose the weak points 
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in military and political training, to master the military equipment, to strengthen 
discipline and make up the lag. An instructive example affirming this idea would 
be what happened on the escort vessel "Razitel'nyy". 


There was a time when the communists here tolerated serious shortcomings, they did 
not wage a true struggle for the effectiveness of combat training, and did not feel 
concern for the state of military discipline. The party bureau did not respond to 
this situation. And the party organization was largely to blame for the fact that 
the ship was lagging for many indicators of military and political training. The 
Situation had to be rectified. The political section was concerned first of all 
with creating an atmosphere of criticism and self-criticism in this collective as 
well as reciprocal high exactingness among all the communists. First of all they 
conducted colloquiums here with the party members and candidate members on "V. |. 
Lenin on Criticism and Self-Criticism in the Party." At a session of the party 
bureau, a sharp discussion was held about raising the responsibility of the party 
bureau members for carrying out the critical comments and proposals of the commu- 
nists aimed at improving the special and tactical training of the men. Upon the 
initiative of the party bureau, on the ship a council for propagandizing military- 
technical knowledge was set up and is now working actively, and technical circles 
are functioning. The party bureau began to delve more deeply into the service ac- 
tivities of the communists, show more concern for raising their professional train- 
ing and competence, and deal more strictly with shortcomings. It became a regular 
practice to hear reports by communists who were leaders of the subunits as well as 
party group organizers on their personal example set and organizational and indoc- 
trinational work with subordinates. The party bureau was exacting in its approach 
to assessing the personal contribution of each party member and candidate member to 
improving the entire training process, and more closely influences their service 
and activities. 


As a result of the work done, all the communists began to show a more exacting atti- 
tude toward what they themselves were doing and what others were doing to improve 
the effectiveness and quality of the training process. Now they see the reasons for 
the shortcomings in the personnel and in their attitude toward the job, and not in 
"objective" factors. At meetings timely proposals are made aimed at eliminating the 
shortcomings. Now the party bureau not only fully considers the critical comments 
of the communists, but also shows attention to the valid proposals of the nonparty 
servicemen and to their opinion as to how to improve the military and political 
training of all the men and further strengthen discipline among them. Thus, gradu- 
ally but steadily and on a planned basis, in close tie with the commander, the party 
organization has rectified the shortcomings and failures and has strengthened its 
influence on the overall success of the ship crew. And this success has come about. 
During a long voyage, the ship won the title of outstand.ng. In the results of the 
competition, it was awarded a Lenin diploma. 


The party teaches us not to be complacent with the achieved level, but rather to 
self-critically assess the results of our work and see the oversights and unutilized 
reserves. The Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideologi- 
cal and Political Indoctrination Work" emphasizes that an inclination for sham ef- 
fects does not help matters but merely impedes the carrying out of our tasks. Un- 
fortunately, complacency and at times conceit have still not been completely elim- 
inated. In particular, they are found in the subunit where Officer A. Frolov is 
the deputy commander for political affairs. Here the pilots, and above all the 
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communists, for a long time successfully carried out their combat training missions, 
and the subunit was marked by proper military order, But then at some time certain 
comrades decided that they could maintain the achieved success without the former 
constant effort. And instead of reinforcing this success with even greater bending 
of forces, they became complacent, they lost their critical approach to assessing 
shortcomings, and permitted lack of principles and laxness for the misdeeds of in- 
dividual communists. And ultimately this ied to the loss of their former successes 
in military and political training and to making the subunit among the laggards. 


On the other hand, a good word can be said for those commanders and party organi za- 
tions in the leading ships which have initiated competitions, where a different 
principle is firmly adhered to. The more noticeable the successes in combat train- 
ing, the more exacting the men are on themselves. Hence, they have not depleted the 
internal reserves, and can still more fully mobilize them. It also happens that a 
ship crew has successfully carried out the exercises, it has performed the competi- 
tive firing in an excellent manner, it has put everything in proper order, but the 
communists still seek reserves and rail against what impedes further advancement. 
Possibly they have lost their feeling of pride for what they have achieved? Have 
they forgotten to enjoy their success? No, this is not the question at all. Rather 
it is because this pride is not momentary and what they value is stable and long- 
term success, and not for an instant do they allow themselves to let up or enjoy 
sweet praise. To all of this we should add that no matter now far combat skilis 
have progressed, if on each vessel they esteem party restraint in assessing what has 
been achieved, there is a feeling of healthy dissatisfaction with what has been done. 
In the leading collectives it is more correct to argue as follows: we have achieve- 
ments to our score, only they should not shield us from the oversights and unused 
reserves. As is known, V. I. Lenin was always against complacent optimism. 


At times instances are encountered when criticism is developed oniy after a certain 
failure. Thus, the communists of the ship where Sr Lt V. Solyanoy serves, knew, 

for example, that the shore preparations of the ship combat cruise were insufficient 
and their training schedule had not been adhered to. However, no one wanted to 
raise his voice against such an abnormal situation. But then on the cruise, certain 
crews did not perform fully. Only after this did criticism ring out. Jid they begin 
to name the guilty parties and subject the training process to thorough analysis. 


Criticism is strong in its publicity, in its indicating of specific guilty parties, 
and in its constructive proposals aimed at eliminating shortcomings, improving 
party political work, strengthening discipline, and further raising the combat 
readiness of the ships and units. And for such criticism which requires a thorough 
exchange of opinion, consideration of all circumstances, and assessing the sound- 
ness of the claims, it is also essential to have a good sounding board. And the 
meetings of the communists, the meetings of the party activists and conferences are 
such a remarkable sounding board. It must be said that after the 25th CPSU Congress 
there was a marked rise in the role of meetings and sessions of the party committees 
and bureaus, and they began to be conducted on a higher ideological and organiza- 
tional level. The agendas of the meetings became more diversified. S8rought up for 
discussion were the tasks stemming from the decisions of the CPSU Central Committee 
on ideological, party-organizational and personnel questions, and the instructions 
of the General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, the Chairman of the Presid- 
ium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, on general party and defense 
questions. This enriched the ideological content of party work with the experience 
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of the entire party, it taught the communists to have a professional, creative and 
exacting approach to carrying out the set missions, and help to heighten the re- 
sponsibility of the communists not only for the state of affairs in the assigned 
area, ship or unit, but also for the common cause of the party. The problems of 
improving military training, internal party work, and the turning of the primary 
party organization into a center of daily ideological indoctrinational activities 
began to be discussed more frequently and more closely. In fostering criticism and 
self-criticism at the meetings and sessions of the elective party bodies, the party 
Organizations give a truly militant, aggressive nature to all their affairs, and 
gain an opportunity to improve their activities, relying on the experience and opin- 
ion of a broad range of communists. 


But we would not be objective if we were to assert that the meetings everywhere have 
become a trie sounding board for criticism and self-criticism. Even in the course 
of the report and election meetings at times there is not a sufficient professional, 
principled approach to assessing the state of affairs. If one brings up shortcom- 
ings, their causes are not profoundly disclosed, the quality and effectiveness of 
the ideological and organizational measures being carried out are poorly analyzed, 
and the speeches of certain communists have the nature of superficial individual 
reports. At times the attention of the meeting participants is not focused on the 
unsolved, regular and new problems. Criticism is addressed only to those CPSU mem- 
bers who have made serious mistakes in their work, while strict demands are not 
placed on those who do not fully utilize the existing reserves or are content with 
just average indicators. At the meetings of individual staff and headquarters party 
organizations, criticism is focused not on specific communists in their collective, 
but rather is addressed to comrades from subordinate ships and units. This dis- 
tracts the communists on the staffs from analyzing the style and methods of their 
own work, as well as from the tasks which are carried out by the staffs as head- 
quarters bodies. 


And also we should bring up the question of the attitude of certain communists to 
criticism made at the meetings of the party activists and conferences. It should 
be clear to everyone that during such representative measures one should not mention 
all the guilty parties of various errors and shortcomings, as they say, giving all 
names. Here what is valuable is the conclusions, the generalized judgments of an 
analytical nature on the pluses and minuses in the questions, on the reasons for 
successes and failures, and the ways to further improve the style of work. And who 
of the communists who truly values the interest of the question would not take to 
heart a critical view of what had been done, and who would not relate this to the 
situation that had been created on his ship, in his unit or subunit? But there are 
comrades who endeavor to divorce themselves “rom 211 that has been critically as- 
sessed. The reasons? "We were not criticized personali,." This is precisely what 
happened with the communists on the ship where Capt Lt Ye. Gubanov is the commander. 
At one time at a meeting of the party activists they condemned those communists who 
were to blame for having to redo the navigation problems. But then, having returned 
from the meeting, the comrades from the ship under discussion in knowing full well 
that they also had a number of shortcomings in preparing to take the navigation 
problems, began to placate themselves that they had not been criticized at the meet- 
ing. And Officer Ye. Gubanov also did not draw conclusions from the critical warn- 
ings of the activists. As a result he was unable to organize and prepare his sub- 
ordinates for effectively carrying out the mission. But when he was reminded of 
what had been said at the activist meeting, he again repeated: "But we were not 
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criticized.” It is wrong to wait unt.| the criticism comes right at you and to do 
little before it does. 


To bring out shortcomings and to present them before the court of the community or 
the collective are just one aspect of criticism, The other, in no way less impor- 
tant and perhaps even more important aspect of it is to eliminate the mistakes as 
quickly as possible. Criticism is not an end in itself but rather a means for rec- 
tifying errors and oversights. Certainly the attitude coward criticism is judged 
not from verbal confessions but rather how the communists, and particularly the 
leader, acts to eliminate the shortcomings. What benefit is there if a person 
speaks zealously against all evils or recognizes the validity of the comments of 
others, but himself does very little to help organize this! Such instances are 
Still encountered. Communists, officers V. Churikov and V. Volk were repeatedly 
criticized for instances of oversimplification in combat training and for poor mas- 
tery of the skills of trouble-free equipment maintenance. However their promises to 
rectify the situation remained only good words. Neither these communists nor the 
party organization of the ship was concerned with carrying out the critical propos- 
als of the communists and senior chiefs. These same weaknesses continued in combat 
training. They led to a situation where a potential accident situation developed. 
The party bureau headed by Capt 3d Rank A. Kerimov at times had gone easy on those 
communists who had been working at far from full strength at the responsible jobs 
assigned them. And here we should remember that "providing constant combat readi - 
ness,'' as was pointed out by the USSR Minister of Defense, Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, ‘is 
a task of primary importance.... Its carrying out is achieved by constant, steady, 
daily work by the command-political and engineer-technical personnel, by all the 
personnel...." 


As is known, criticism and self-criticism are not parade dress which should be used 
only in heading off for meetings and sessions, and then can be forgotten until the 
next suitable case. This is a constantly acting means, and it can provide the nec- 
essary effect only when it is organically linked with active and steady work aimed 
at eliminating shortcomings. And it is no accident that we must bring this up again. 
Certainly it is a fact that some party organizations in the navy on various ques- 
tions (particularly on the questions of the struggle for strong military discipline 
and proper relationships, and the strengthening of the indoctrinational role of the 
collectives) approve numerous decisions which are as similar as two peas in a pod. 
They point out the same shortcomings and plan the same measures. But the whole 
problem is that behind the criticism and decisions at times does not come lively 
organizational work aimed at carrying out the planned and the proposed, and there is 
no true responsibility demanded from each person for the job assigned him. This is 
a very serious shortcoming in our work practices, and we should do everything to 
eliminate it. 


Criticism and self-criticism are sometimes termed an art. There is a large grain of 
truth in this. But on what is such an art based? We feel primarily on ideological 
conviction, loyalty to party principles and high responsibility of the communists. 
And even more on the ability to analyze. Criticism is valuable in its soundness, 

in the importance of the questions raised, and in the proposals aimed at rectifying 
the developing abnormal situation. We must not forget the good rule that to criti- 
cize means to help. And primarily the one being criticized. 


19 











But this is not always the case, For example, the officers in a political section 
of the naval aviation have done a good deal of work in the party organizations, they 
have sharply criticized the shortcomings and the persons responsible, but the state 
of affairs in individual subunits, particularly in the area of discipline, has not 
improved. What is the reason for this? Above all in the fact that the political 
section headed by Maj Gen Avn Yu. Sinyakov at times lacks an analytical approach to 
the content of party political work and the achieved results, and does not suffi- 
ciently study the processes occurring in military and political training and in the 
life of the troop collectives. The political section has not always paid proper at- 
tention to instilling in the individual communist leaders self-criticalness and high 
personal exactingness for oneself and for subordinates, and has not provided suf- 
ficiently effective help in eliminating shortcomings on the spot. 


One need scarcely prove that criticism and self-criticism require active support. 
As the dialectical reflection of the clash and struggle of opposing tendencies and 
phenomena, it often encounters overt or concealed resistance. For example, we have 
had instances of the underestimation of criticism and self-criticism, a neglectful 
attitude toward vaiid critical comments and actions, and the overlooking of them. 
It also happens that individual communists reject valid comments from a false con- 
ception of prestige considerations. Such comrades must remember that criticism is 
that touchstone by which we judge the degree of the party loyalty, principledness 
and ideological maturity of a worker. V. I. Lenin pointed out that the readiness 
and the ability to recognize and energetically correct committed shortcomings does 
not infringe upon but rather raises the authority of a leading worker. 


Life teaches that it is important to develop in each communist an understanding 

that criticism is a reliable means for rectifying shortcomings and improving work 
and that the personal involvement of each party member and candidate member in the 
Struggle against all that impedes the achieving of higher results in service and 
study is naturally viewed by us as a concrete expression of an activist position in 
life and as an indicator of ideological conviction. But how can we further strength- 
en this vital position and everywhere create a situation in which people not only 
endeavor to do their job well but also demand the same from others? The main thing 
is primarily a rise in the level of the Marxist-Leninist education and ideological 
conditioning of the party members and candidate members. The higher their ideologi- 
cal level, the farther they can see, the sharper they feel the new, the more hos- 
tilly they respond to shortcomings and errors, and the more energetically they elim- 
inate all that is obsolete and outmoded. The political directorate, the political 
bodies and the party organizations are not lessening attention to this most impor- 
tant aspect of their activities. 


The party committees, the soviet, the trade union and Ke xsomol organizations, as is 
pointed out in the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "Oi, Further Improving Ideo- 
logical and Political Indoctrination Work," should effectively and professionally 
respond to the critical comments of the workers, the statements in the press, and 
should thoroughly discuss the materials which raise important questions of economic 
construction, communist indoctrination and social life. This demand is dictated by 
the interests of our common cause. But is this carried out everywhere? Alas, this 
cannot yet be said. The political directorate and the editors of the fleet news- 
paper FLAG RODINY, for example, receive letters showing insufficient attention on 
the part of certain leaders to the increased spiritual needs of the men and to ques- 
tions of everyday life, as well as the manifesting by individual communists of 
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coarseness and the abuse of their official position. Certainly all of this must not 
be tolerated. 


Of course criticism and self-criticism do not develop spontaneously. The political 
directorate and the political bodies see their task in continuously improving lead 
ership over the primary party organizations and the ideological-political indoctrin- 
ation of the communists and all the personnel, and in being concerned with the full- 
blooded creative life of the party collectives and the development of internal party 
democracy. Measures are being taken in a more effective and complete manner to in- 
form the party organizations of the implementation of critical comments and propos- 
als voiced by communists in the course of the reports and elections, as well as on 
the carrying out of the decisions approved at the meetings. 


The end of the training year is drawing near. Soon the results of the military and 
political training and the socialist competition will be summed up. This is a sig- 
nificant point in the life of the ships, the units and subunits and their party or- 
ganizations. It is a matter of honor for the communists to show concern that what 
has been achieved does n . turn the heads of people, while the successes have not 
weaked their will but rather serve as an important lesson. 


In the development of criticism and self-criticism as a most important source for 
the militancy of the party organizations lies one of the effective conditions for 
successfully carrying out the requirements of our party on further increasing vigil- 
ance and combat readiness, and a dependable guarantee for properly celebrating the 
26th CPSU Congress. 
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MILITARY SERVICE: EDUCATIONAL INFLUENCE DISCUSSED 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 20, Oct 80 signed to press 3 Oct 80 
pp 23-31 


(Article by Col V. Manilov: "Military Service and the Shaping of the Individual 
Personality''* | 


[Text] Indoctrination of all members of society in a spirit of high ideological 
loyalty and dedication to the socialist motherland, to the cause of communism, a 
communist attitude toward labor and public property, the complete overcoming of the 
vestiges of bourgeois views and morals, the all-round, harmonious development of the 
individual, and the creation of a true richness of spiritual culture--these are the 
basic objectives of our party's program in the area of shaping the communist aware- 
ness of people. Broad opportunities for realizing them have been created by the 
construction of a developed socialist society in the USSR, by the enormous growth 
of the material and spiritual potential of our country, and by the successes in the 
struggle of the CPSU and the Soviet state for peace and international cooperation, 
for freedom and independence of peoples. 





In the Decree "On the Further Improving of Ideological and Political Indoctrination 
Work,"' the CPSU Central Committee has assigned an important role to the Armed 
Forces in shaping the personality of the Soviet man, and has instructed the USSR 
Ministry of Defense and the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy 
to implement measures aimed at further strengthening this role. 


The state of the work in carrying out the task posed by the party, the ways and 
means for most fully utilizing the formative factors of military service for the 
complete ideological, moral and physical conditioning of the men have been a sub- 
ject of thorough discussion at a meeting of the command and political leadership of 
the Army and Navy and at a conference of ideological wor’ers. The recommendations 
of these meetings have substantially added to the arsenal of forms and methods for 
the activities of the military councils, the commanders, the political bodies, the 





*The article can be used in the Marxist-Leninist training groups in studying the 
subject "Ideological Indoctrination of the Party Under Present-Day Conditions. The 
Activities of Commanders, Political Bodies, Party and Komsomol Organizations in 
Carrying Out the Demands of the CPSU to Further Strengthen the Indoctrinational 
Role of the Soviet Armed Forces." 








staffs, and the party and Komsomol organizations in the area of ndoctrinating the 
personnel, mobilizing them to successfully carry out the missions of military and 
political training, raising combat readiness, and properly celebrating the 26th 
CPSU Congress. Of important significance for achieving high effectiveness in these 
diverse activities is a clear understanding on the part of the command and politi- 
cal personnel of the essence and content of the indoctrinational role of military 
service and on the nature of its effect on the individuai. 


The indoctrinational role of the USSR Armed Forces is determined by the action of 
a whole series of interrelated objective and subjective factors. It is a question 
primarily of their solid socioeconomic basis, that is, the new socialist social re- 
lationships established in our country after the victory of Great October. Within 
these relations, by the historic creation of the masccs under the leadership of the 
Communist Party, the army of the world's first worker state was created, and this 
army, in the words of V. I. Lenin, was to protect Soviet power and the entire new, 
truly democratic system ageinst all the enemies of the people (see PSS [Complete 
Collected Works], Vol 35, p 216). 


Due to the constant explanatory work by the party, this purpose of the socialist 
army has been profoundly understood by the broadest strata of the workers. As a 
result, an abrupt change which was truly revolutionary in terms of its sociopoliti- 
cal importance occurred in their understanding of military service. For the first 
time in many centuries, working people ceased to be afraid of the "man with a gun." 
The new army was their own offspring. Its aims and missions conformed to the vital 
interests of the people, and its might defended these interests. Service in the 
army was turned from a heavy obligation into an honorable duty and became an in- 
separable part of the just struggle for a new life and for the happiness of the 
people. This is why at the very dawn of Soviet power, in the most difficult time 
for our country, in summing up the results of the heroic struggle against the in- 
ternal and external counterrevolution, V. I. Lenin made a prophetic conclusion which 
was done out of unshakable condition and pride that "morally...we are stronger than 
all" (Ibid., Vol 44, p 300). 


As our society has advanced toward communism, the sociopolitical foundation for the 
indoctrinational effect of the Armed Forces, socialist production relations, has 
been constantly improved and, consequently, continuously strengthened. At present, 
in the stage of developed socialism, these relations have reached such a degree of 
maturity that on the basis of the merging of all the classes and social strata, on 
the basis of the legal and actual equality of all the nations and nationalities of 
the USSR, and their fraternal cooperation, a new historic community of people, the 
Soviet people, has been formed. Being an inseparable part of this community, the 
Armed Forces embody the unshakable sociopolitical and ideological unity of our 
society, its monolithic solidarity around the tested vanguard, the Communist Party, 
and the Leninist friendship of the Soviet peoples. 


In entering military service, yesterday's young worker or kolkhoz member, scnvol 
student or VUZ student enters a friendly military family, where shoulder to shoulder 
the representatives of all classes and social groups, all nations and nationalities 
of the country carry out the responsible tasks of defending the socialist father- 
land. Their actions and thoughts are totally subordinate to ensuring reliable se- 
curity of the USSR and its allies, and peace in the world. To an enormous degree 
all of this determines the profundity of the beneficial effect of military service 
on the individual. 
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The Armed Forces are a specific social organism in which everything is subordinate 
to carrying out the single task of defending socialist victories, the peaceful labor 
of the Soviet people, the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the state. This 
explains the precise organizational structure of the army and navy, the high person- 
al responsibility of each man to carry out service duties, the strict system of sub- 
ordination, and the unswerving carrying out of the principle of one-man leadership. 
The entire strictly ordered and highly organized way of army and navy life, the 
atmosphere of strong moral health permeated with great exactingness and respect for 
a person, with a spirit of solidarity and mutual aid determine the effect of still 
another factor having a beneficial indoctrinational effect of military service on 
the individual. 


The Soviet Army and Navy embody the might, valor and glory of our multinational 
socialist motherland. By their legendary feats and world historical victories over 
the enemies of the socialist fatherland, by their wholehearted dedication to the 
ideals of communism and peace, internationalism and progress, they have won the pro- 
found affection of the Soviet people, the respect and gratitude of all persons of 
good will on the earth. Here is the essence of the third formative factor which 
gives an enormous mora! and emotional charge to the effect of military service on 
the individual. 


Of the most important formative significance is the circumstance that the training 
and indoctrinational process in the army and navy is characterized by high scien- 
tificness, by precise organization, and has an integrated, systematic nature. The 
men are trained and indoctrinated by officers who to a decisive degree determine the 
successful realization of the active formative role of military service. In them 
political maturity is combined with profound professional, as well as high general 
and military technical culture and moral purity. 


The formations, units and ships possess modern training facilities. The training of 
the personnel is carried out in an inseparable and organic unity with indoctrina- 
tion, under conditions as close as possible to actual] combat. This ensures not only 
the successful mastery of modern military equipment and weapons by the men, and the 
procedures and means for conducting combat operations, but also develops such note- 
worthy personality qualities as strong will, courage, steadfastness, valor, readi- 
ness for self-sacrifice, collectivism, high organizational abilities, discipline, 
initiative, and so forth. 


All aspects in the life and activities of the Armed Forces personnel are covered by 
the active and purposefui party politicai work. This is carried out continuously, 
under any situation, with all personnel categories, in close relation to the mis- 
Sions being carried out by them, and is a powerful means for mobilizing the men to 
carry out these missions and strengthen troop morale. Along with the ordered sys- 
tem of the party and political apparatus, the developed physical plant of ideologi- 
cal and political work serves to ensure the daily and effective political influence 
on each man. 


Among the factors contributing to a profound indoctrinational effect of service in 
the army and navy on the individual soldier, one must also put such social phenomena 
characteristic for the Soviet Armed Forces as high political maturity and social 
activeness of the men and the troop collectives, the developed socialist competi- 
tion, the ubiquitous spread of patriotic initiatives and movements, mass amateur 
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artistic activities, rationalization and invention, and full sports life for the 
units and ships. 


Certainly the range of factors determining the enormous indoctrinational role of 
military service is not restricted to those which have been named here. However 
precisely they are of decisive significance in carrying out this role. 


The active role of military service in indoctrinating a well rounded individual who 
possesses high moral and political accomplishments is a trait inherent exclusiveiy 
to the armed forces of a socialist state. Nothing of the sort can or does exist in 
the imperialist armies. 


The Western politicians and ideologists, in endeavoring to conceal! the actual social 
role of bourgeois armies, have endeavored to represent them as some sort of "non- 
class" organizations which supposedly serve the “entire nation.” V. 1. Lenin at one 
time disclosed the falseness of such statements. The army of a bourgeois society, 
he pointed out, is the most hardened bastion of bourgeois discipline, support for 
the rule of capital, and for maintaining and instilling slave-like obedience and 
subordination of the workers to it (see PSS, Vol 37, p 295). 


The validity of this conclusion has been irrefutably affirmed by the history of 
bourgeois armies and by modern capitalist reality. Suffice it to say that in the 
United States, during the 25 years after World War II, regular troops more than 
700 times have been used for suppressing actions of the workers. Here punitive op- 
erations are carried out with exceptional cruelty, as can be seen in the recent 
bloody events in Miami. Here the "justification" for employing weapons against 
one's own people is even legally established. One of the regulations of the Ameri- 
can Army stated: ‘The army subunits involved in breaking up civil disobedience 


always act with fixed bayonets.... Small-arms fire represents the most effective 
form for controlling the rebels.... It is essential to fire not to wound but to 
kill...." 


This is the essentially antipopular internal function of bourgeois armies. And 
their external function is also profoundly reactionary. This consists in conquering 
foreign territories in the aim of dividing up the world, in seizing new markets and 
sources of raw materials, and in suppressing the struggle of the peoples suppressed 
by imperialism for their social and national liberation. For example, the United 
States since 1945 alone more than 200 times has employed military force to achieve 
imperialist objectives, and in more than 30 instances has threatened to use nuclear 
weapons. The so-called "new nuclear strategy" which was recently proclaimed by the 
U.S. government also has an overt.iy hegemonistic aspect. In this misanthropic 
strategy, an important place is given to new medium-range nuclear missiles which 
are to be deployed in Western Europe. The “Fast Response Corps" which has been 
organized in the United States also aims at satisfying the global ambitions of 
Washington. Policemen functions have also been entrusted to the major naval group- 
ing which has now been concentrated in the zone of the Persian Gulf. 


In order to more fully isolate the army from the people and to set it in opposition 
to the working masses, many Western states are changing over to a mercenary system 
of recruitment. Here all "volunteers" undergo a careful check for "reliability." 
The system of political screening also operates subsequently. The ideological in- 
fluencing of the servicemen and the military and moral-psychological training of the 
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troops are organized appropriately. The officer corps primarily ensures the achiev- 
ing of the reactionary goals of the army and carrying out the tasks of “anesthetiz- 
ing’ the personnel. They are 4 separate caste which stands above the mass of 
servicemen and are separated from them by 4 profound abyss of social and class an- 
tagonisms, Available to officer personne! is a powerful organizational and tech- 
nical apparatus, a developed system of ideological control which are oriented at 
indoctrinating the personne) of bourgeois armies in @ spirit of militarism and anti- 
communism, hostility to the workers of their country and hate for the peoples of 
other countries, and a readiness in the interests of imperialism to act with fire 
and sword, including with nuclear weapons. 


Thus, the capitalist army also has its own "“indoctrinational” role. But this role 
is subordinate to the interests of the ruling class and has a definitely expressed 
negative social focus. It morally corrupts the individual and forms aggressiveness, 
inhumanity and sadism. 


In contrast to this one can see even more starkly the progressive and truly humane 
nature of the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed Forces where the spirit of 
militarism and expansion is profoundly alien to their very socialist nature. In the 
eyes of the workers of all countries they act as the bulwark of peace and social 
progress, as a liberator army, and as an army of friendship among peoples. The 
entire heroic history of our Armed Forces is a history of wholehearted service to 
their people, unshakable loyalty to the bright ideas of communism, and to patriotic 
and international duty. At present in a single formation with the Warsaw Pact 
armies, they vigilantly protect the creative labor of the fraternal peoples and the 
victories of socialism and peace on earth. 


Daily troop and fleet activities are extremely rich in manifestations of the high 
moral-political and military qualities of Soviet soidiers. For exemplary execution 
of assignments of the command, for success in military and political training and 
for mastering military equipment, thousands of servicemen have been awarded USSR 
orders and medals. An impressive affirmation of the positive formative effect of 
military service on the individual soidier! 


The entire systew of communist indoctrination in our country is organized on the 
firm foundation of a scientific materialistic ideology. The core of the scientific 
ideology is the ideas of Marxism-Leninism. The establishing of these ideas in all 
spheres of life of Soviet society and in the activities of the Army and Navy has had 
a decisive impact upon the spiritual makeup of our military man. Being the determin- 
ing trait of his personality, communist ideological loyalty in turn encourages the 
development of other qualities. And to the Jegrce that the qualities needed by a 
Soviet soldier have a clear and precise progressive orie:.tation, so their develop- 
ment and improvement in the process of service objectively contribute to the really 
all-round and harmonious development of the personality and to the indoctrination of 
the new man. 


As a compiicated social phenomenon, inherent to the indoctrinational role of Soviet 
military service are multiple relationships with surrounding reality, as well as an 
inner logic of development. in being improved under party leadership in a spirit 
of general Soviet construction, the Armed Forces have undergone changes in material 
and technical equipment, in the content and nature of military service, and in the 
quality of the “human material," which conform fu.iy to the grandiose socioeconomic 
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changes which are being carried out in the country and to the achievements of social 
science, technology and culture, 


On the international leve., the policy of the CPSU organically brings together con- 
sistent peacefulness with a firm rebuff of aggression. Historical experience has 
convinces tly shown the correctness and effectiveness of this policy. Having af- 
firmed the determination to carry it out firmly and unswervingly in the future, the 
June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee emphasized that the intrigues of 
imperialism and the other enemies of peace demand constant vigilance and the great - 
est possible strengthening of the defense capability of our state in order to thwart 
the plans of imperialism to achieve military superiority and dictate to the world. 


By the efforts of the party and all the Soviet people, we have created a powerful 
material and technical base for equipping the Army and Navy with the most modern 
nuclear-missile and other weapons, as well as improving all types of support for the 
troops and naval forces. “Our valorous Armed Forces," commented Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev in a speech at a ceremony in Alma-Ata, "possess everything necessary to re- 
buff any aggressor." 


The qualitative changes in the means and methods of conducting combat have involved 
an improvement in the organizational structure of the Armed Forces, and the broad 
introduction of mechanization and automation into the processes of weapon and troop 
control, instruction and indoctrination of the personnel. To an enormous degree the 
significance of the moral factor has been strengthened, and the role of man in carry- 
ing out combat missions has become even more important and significant. Quite 
naturally also different are the demands made upon technical and special training, 
initiative and independence, the organization and discipline of the troops. 


The changes in the weapons and military equipment as well as in the methods of their 
use have introduced and are continuing to introduce substantial adjustments in the 
very content and nature of military service. Suffice it to say that in comparison 
with the beginning of the 1950's, the number of military-technical speciaities has 
increased by severai-fold. And many of them are related to controlling equipment 

and systems which often embody the most advanced achievements of modern production, 
technology, scientific and design thought. In the activities of the military, there 
has been a significant rise in the proportional amount of mental labor, and the func- 
tions of control and inspection have been broadened. The significance of a rational, 
scientific organization of militar, labor has increased. it has assumed an even 
more clearly expressed collective nature, and this has brought to the forefront the 
necessity of developing in the men stable skills in joint actions, as well as un- 
conditional subordination of the will of each to the will of the solely-responsible 
commander. 


At present virtually each soldier, along with strong moral and political condition- 
ing, must have serious preparation in the areas of mathematics, physics, radio- 
electronics, chemistry, cybernetics, and a whole series of technical disciplines. 

At the same time, as practice shows, successful military activities under the condi- 
tions of the broadening of its scale and the greater intensity and dynamicness, pre- 
suppose good physical training, high volitional conditioning, and psychological 
strength of the personnel. 











The shortening of the time of regular service from 5-4 to 2-35 years has led to a 
marked intensification of military service and the entire training and indoctrina- 
tional process, Of course, such an intensification is based on the qualitatively 
new level of education and the general cultural preparation of the Armed Forces 
personnel as achieved under the conditions of developed socialism, At present, 
virtually ail the men of the Army and Navy have a higher, secondary and incomplete 
secondary education. A predominant majority of the recruits coming into the Armed 
Forces possesses ditferent civilian specialties, and one out of every three induc- 
tees also has one or another military-technical specialty obtained in the DOSAAF or- 
ganizations. 


The achieving of a maximum indoctrinational effect in the process of military serv- 
ice, 48 was emphasized at the conference of the Army and Navy command and political 
leadership, requires from the military cadres increased exactingness and intoler- 
ance of weaknesses and oversimplification. The indoctrinational effects of mili- 
tary service achieves its objective precisely when firm proper order is maintained 
in the unit and on the ship continuously, when the activities of the commanders, the 
political workers and all officers are a model of party exactingness and principled- 
ness. “In all areas of our work," said Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev at a conference at 
the Central Committee of the Kazakh Communist Party, "there should be high organi- 
zation, uprightness and discipline in all regards." 


Quite naturally, this notion applies fully to the work of military personnel, inciud- 
ing their most numerous detachment, the warrant officers ["praporshchik" and "mich- 
man" |, aS well as to the junior commanders, the sergeants and petty officers. 
Closely tied to the daily life and training of the soldiers and sailors, they play 
an important role in ensuring the continuity of the indoctrinational effect of mili- 
tary service, in shaping correct service and nonservice relationships among the 
servicemen which meet the requirements of the regulations, in strengthening the 
solidarity of the military collectives, in raising the training level of the person- 
nel, aS well as the combat capability and readiness of the subunit, unit or ship. 
Beyond any doubt, concern for the continuous ideological and professional develop- 
ment of the warrant officers, sergeants and petty officers and for raising their 
pedagogical skills and strengthening their authority is one of the most important 
prerequisites for high quality from all measures carried out with the personnel. As 
experience indicates, these measures produce the greatest indoctrinational effect 
when they have been carefully thought out, when they are planned and organized, in 

a word, when they are permeated with a truly responsible, political approach to the 
question. 


The scale of the indoctrinational infiuence of military service is determined by the 
fact that virtually the entire male population of our cuuatry undergoes it. It is 
quite apparent that in the Armed Forces the indoctrinational process is continued 
which was commenced in the family, the school and on the job. However it is equally 
apparent that compulsory active regular service occurs at an age of the most inten- 
sive formation and development of the personality, and for this reason in the in- 
doctrinational system of Soviet society holds a very important place. And the ef- 
fect of the army and naval schooling obviously will be all the more tangible the 
more organic and stronger the succession in indoctrination. Hence the necessity of 
developing and deepening in every way possible the ties of the military units and 
ships with the collectives of enterprises, institutions, kolkhozes and sovkhozes 
which are located in the basing area as well as with those from whence the young 





recruits come. Of important significance is the aid of the command and political 
personnel to the local party and soviet bodies, to the DOSAAF organizations in 
carrying out military patriotic work. 


Ensuring succession in indoctrination requires the able lication of a uniform, 
integrated approach in all elements of the statewide ind ‘nation system, The 
sense and content of such an approach, as is known, is unity of the 

ideological-political, labor and moral indoctrination ci Mi out considering the 


particular features of the various groups of workers and servicemen. The Armed 
Forces have gained significant experience in employing a comprehensive approach. 
The advanced commanders and political workers achieve an entity of the training 

and indoctrinational process, the merging of ideological and political conditioning 
with the shaping of a communist attitude toward military service, and a rise in the 
sociopolitical and creative activities of the personnel. 


Of course, each of the aspects of indoctrination has its specific features. How- 
ever they are brought together by the common task of shaping communist ideological 
loyalty, devotion to the cause of the party, to one's people, and to the ideals of 
patriotism and internationalism. It is important to bear in mind that ideological 
loyalty rests both on profound political knowledge as well as on the own vital, 
including moral, experience of man. And the duty of the indoctrinator is not only 
to give the soldier a definite total of knowledge, but also to organize his experi- 
ence, and to teach him to see in surrounding reality communist ideals, and to stead- 
fastly follow and decisively defend them. Only when knowledge is changed into con- 
victions and convictions into practical actions does ideologicai loyalty become an 
inseparable quality of the individual. 


Precisely the practical actions of the personnel and the performance of specific 
tasks confronting the subunit, unit or ship act as the main criterion for the ef- 
fectiveness of the indoctrination, be it ideological-political, military or moral. 
An enormous role in the development and all-round shaping of the personality is 
played by such types of military activities as exercises, the launching of missiles, 
flights, sea and ocean voyages, combat duty, and the carrying out of other combat 
missions. In the course of them the military collectives are forged together, the 
men learn to surmount real difficulties in combat-field life, and in actuality those 
moral-political and psychological sets are realized which have been developed in 
them by the entire preceding training and indoctrinational process. And hence it is 
natural that the ability on an effective and planned basis to utilize the indoctrin- 
ational aspects of these types of activities by the personne] now act as one of the 
most essential indicators for the maturity of an officer as the leader and indoc- 
trinator of subordinates, and at the same time, as an indispensable condition for 
the effectiveness of the formative effect of military service. This applies equally 
to the ability to make maximum use of the powerful formative effect of the socialist 
competition, the military rituals, rites and traditions. 


Army and navy reality convincingly affirms that a soldier who is indoctrinated in a 
spirit of high political awareness and industry, is, as a rule, a highly moral in- 
dividual who possesses a developed sense of duty. Under present-day conditions, 
when the military-political situation in the world is marked by complexity and 
dynamicness and the ideological clash of the two systems has reached unprecedented 
acuteness, it is particularly important that each serviceman have a clear notion 

of the growing social role of our army and navy, profoundly assimilate the party's 








conclusions on the present balance of political and military forces in the world, 
and correctly understand and assess international events. Precisely on this basis 
an attitude is elaborated toward military danger as a harsh reality of our times, 
as well as the constant desire to carry out one's patriotic and international duty 
with honor and dignity. 


Undoubtedly, along with the main criterion for the effectiveness of indoctrination, 
there are many others with which the commanders and political workers can assess 
the degree of developing the various qualities of the soldier's personality. In 
particular, these include the strength of correct views and opinions, the readiness 
for mutual aid and cooperation, an irreconcilable attitude toward any deviations 
from the requirements of discipline and proper order, from the standards of military 
ethics, and so forth. But whatever these criteria are, all of them lead to the com- 
mon denominator, the end results of indoctrinational work. The military cadres are 
oriented to this by the materials and decisions of the 25th Party Congress, the sub- 
sequent plenums of the CPSU Central Committee and the Decree of the CPSU Central 
Committee "On Further Improving Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work." 


The comprehensive effect of military service on the personality of a serviceman dic- 
tates the use of such methods of organizing and conducting indoctrination which con- 
form to the present level and consider the development prospects of our society, the 
Armed Forces, as well as the political, professional-technical and general cultural 
preparation of the personnel. Need it be said in this regard what importance is 
assumed by the competence of the indoctrinators themselves, the quality of their 
ideological-theoretical, methodological and special training, pedagogical tact, the 
unity of word and deed, and their personal example in unquestioningly carrying out 
their duty and communist morality! To a decisive degree the correct organization of 
activities, the solidarity and moral climate of a military collective and hence the 
degree of realizing its enormous formative opportunities depend upon the commander, 
the political workers, upon the style of their work and the level of leadership over 
the indoctrinational process. These very possibilities are largeiy determined by 
the militancy of the party and Komsomol organizations which comprise the political 
nucleus of the military collectives. And where the ideological-moral potential is 
constantly strengthened and sxiilfully put into action, there successes are on hand 
in the area of indoctrination and in carrying out the tasks confronting the unit or 


ship. 


A characteristic trait of present-day army and navy reality is the constant dynamic- 
ness and fuliness of all military activities. Under these conditions, of substan- 
tially greater importance is well thought out, clear planning of the indoctrination- 
al process, including long-range. It is not a question of a mere listing of various 
indoctrinational measures, which, unfortunately, is s*iii encountered not so rarely, 
but rather of a clear definition of the specific goals of each of them, a sound cal- 
culation of the required resources, and the choice of the optimum ways and methods 
for achieving the expected results. The existing experience of long-range planning 
indicates that it is best carried out on the level from the regiment and above. 

But the carrying out of the measures themselves is planned predominantly in the com- 
panies, batteries and squadrons, where the center of all ideological and political 
indoctrination is located. Practice has affirmed the usefulness of early determin- 
ing and setting of the comprehensive indoctrinational objectives even in preparing 
to conduct exercises or in carrying out various missions. 








Analysis of the very rich experience acquired in the Armed Forces for organizing the 
indoctrinational process indicates that the best results are achieved where the con- 
tinuity of this process is ensured. The prerequisites for providing such continuity 
are created by the well thought out organization of the time of the servicemen free 
from the performing of service duties, by thorough preparstions and carrying out at 
this time of various group and collective measures in cl.se relation to individual 
work, and by setting specific missions for the party and Komsomol activists. And 
increasing importance is being assumed by not the quantitative but rather the quali- 
tative aspect of the measures, as well as by the active forms of work with the men 
oriented at achieving a harmony of service and nonservice relationships. In turn, 
the desire to achieve such harmony contributes to the forming, strengthening and im- 
proving of the most important sociopolitical and moral qualities of the individual. 


The indoctrinational role of the USSR Armed Forces is great, and service in then is 
an important stage in the shaping and development of the personality of the Soviet 
man, the builder and defender of a new society. In the assessment of Comrade L. |. 
Brezhnev, the Soviet Army, in indoctrinating new generations of the Soviet military, 
“prepares for the motherland people who are morally and physically strong, courage- 
ous, with firm communist convictions, and with a high awareness of their social duty. 
And these qualities are needed not only by a soldier but also by a citizen of our 
nation” ("Leninskim Kursom" [By the Leninist Course), Vol 2, p 255). 


Rich and diverse is the arsenal of means which the Army and Navy possess for effec- 
tively carrying out the important social task of indoctrinating the Soviet people. 
And the duty of the commanders, the political workers, the party and Komsomol organ- 
izations is to so use these means so that Army and Navy service in the future for 
each serviceman becomes a school of ideological-political and moral conditioning, 

a school of firm professional and technical knowledge, and a reali school of maturing. 
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GROUND FORCES: POLITICAL WORK IN MOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENT 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 20, Oct 80 signed to press 3 Oct 80 
pp 43-48 


[Article by Maj Ya. Sprudzh, secretary of the party committee in the Proskurov Red 
Banner Order "1 Suvorov and Order of Kutuzov Motorized Rifle Regiment: "In Order to 
Win in Battle" 


[Text] Under the roar of artillery salvos, the armored personnel carriers advanced 
from their emplacements, and deploying into a line of company columns, at a high 
speed rushed toward the line for going over to the attack. Upon the command "Form 
Extended Line," the motorized rifle troops quickly dismounted and spread out in a 
line. 


Ahead was the "enemy." The forward edge of its defenses was covered in smoke. You 
could see that the artillery and aviation had done a good job. But still the 
"enemy" had not been completely neutralized. Its resistance was particularly strong 
in the sector where the company of Sr Lt B. Zhiganov was advancing. Having assessed 
the situation, the officer quickly gave the mission to his subordinates of "destroy- 
ing” the surviving firing positions using antitank weapons. And the gun crews and 
grenade launchers immediately set to work. They acted skillfully, confidently and 
boldly. Particularly distinguishing himself was the gunner of the antitank gun, the 
communist, Jr Sgt I. Sidorov who hit the firing point w.th the first round. 


The accurate firing and the rapid advance made it possible for the advancing troops 
to break through the "enemy" defenses without halting and develop the offensive in 
depth. It seemed that the success of the "battle" was settled. But the “enemy” 
brought up reserves and went over to a counterattack. The men of the tank subunit 
hurried to help the motorized rifle troops and released strong fire against the 
counterattacking troops. At that time, the company unde. the command of Sr Lt S. 
Orlov, in skirting an elevation ahead, in cooperation with the tank troops, attacked 
the "enemy" from the flank. This attack was decisive.... 


The motorized rifle troops carried out their mission, having demonstrated increased 
field skills as well as strong moral-military, psychological and physical condition- 
ing. Their able and enterprising actions in the tactical exercise conducted under 
conditions as close as possible to real combat were a major contribution to carrying 
out the obligations assumed in the socialist competition to properly celebrate the 
26th Party Congress. 





The results of the concluding stage of summer combat training show the intense 
military service of our men, their desire to carry out with high quality and com- 
pletely the training plans and programs as well as the socialist pledges, and to 
successfully complete the training year. The basic efforts of the motorized rifle 
troops have been aimed at further improving field skills and raising the combat 
readiness of the subunits and the unit as a whole. Under conditions close to real 
combat, the motorized rifle troops have steadily learned what is required in war and 
are learning how to be victorious in modern combined-arms combat over a strong, 
technically well-equipped enemy. As should be, the tone in training is set by the 
communists, a8 well as by the Komsomol activists trying to equal them, By their 
challenging word and personal example the party members lead their fellow servicemen 
to achieve high levels in military service, and are doing everything to increase 
field skills and the combat readiness of the subunits and units. 


An understanding of the importance and significance of field skills which to a de- 
cisive degree determine the combat readiness of the subunits has made it possible 
for the regimental party organization to mobilize the communists, and through them, 
the entire personnel to unswervingly improve tactical, gunnery, technical, special 
and other types of combat training, and to raise their moral-political and psycho- 
logical conditioning, as well as their physical endurance. These questions are 
regularly discussed at the meetings and sessions of the bureaus and party organiza- 
tions of the subunits as well as the regimental party committee. For example, there 
was an effective regimental party meeting devoted to discussing the tasks of summer 
training. In analyzing what had been achieved and in disclosing unused reserves, 
the communists agreed with the opinion that they could and should achieve more, and 
carry out the tasks confronting them completely and with high quality. The deci- 
sions of the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee obliges them to do 
this. "We must carefully approach everything positive in our work," said Comrade 
L. I. Brezhnev in the report at the plenum. "At the same time it is essential to 
critically view the oversights and shortcomings which, unfortunately, still are 
found in economic practices as well as in party work." 


These instructions, as were pointed out by the speaker as well as the communists 
participating in the debates, have direct bearing on the Armed Forces. With party 
exactingness they approached the assessment of the results attained by the men, they 
brought out the shortcomings, made proposals on how to eliminate them, and how to 
achieve a further rise in the efficiency and quality of combat training, as well as 
improving field skills of the subunits and the unit as a whole. At the meeting it 
was pointed out that it is essential to widely use the experience we have gained in 
the competition in honor of the 110th anniversary of the birthday of V. I. Lenin 
and the 35th anniversary of the victory of the Soviet people in the Great Patriotic 
War. The communists constantly realize that what was good enough yesterday, today 
is already insufficient, and tomorrow all the more so. 


In carrying out the decision of the meeting, the party committee analyzed the ac- 
tivities of the party organizations in the subunits, and helped to work out measures 
which would raise the eftectiveness of combat training, and provide for the high 
quality execution of the combat training missions and the surpassing of the stand- 
ards during exercises for tactical, gunnery, technical and special training. 


We have made it a practice to extensively hear reports by CPSU members and candi- 
date members on how they are carrying out their party and service duties. We deal 
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very strictly with the communists who have committed elements of irresponsibility, 
lack of discipline or negligence, we work decisively against a routine approach to 
tactical training, and endeavor to make each exercise and drill be carried out on a 
high organizational and pedagogical level. Recently, for example, the communists, 
Maj V. Distanov, Capt V. Kuznetsov and Sr Lt |. Nour were invited to sessions of 
the regimental party committee and the party bureaus of the subunits. 


The basic aim of hearing the reports is to establish what contribution the commu- 
nists are making to improving the combat skills of the motorized rifle troops, to 
detect the positive features in their work, and to provide help to those requiring 
it in eliminating shortcomings. In the course of hearing the statements by the 
communists, it became clear that certain officers, particularly the young ones, make 
mistakes in organizing the training process and the competition in field exercises. 
In particular, there was the question of Sr Lt V. Kravchenko. A disciplined and 
efficient officer, he had sound theoretical knowledge, but he lacked practical ex- 
perience and professional skills. Because of this at times he was lost in tactical 
exercises. Similar shortcomings were discovered in certain other young officers. 
This disconcerted the members of the party committee. Having become more closely 
acquainted with these officers and having realized their needs and requests, the 
party committee members turned to the regimental commander with specific proposals. 
lie approved these proposals. Soon thereafter, upon his instructions, experienced 
instructors were sent to the subunits, and above all staff officers who were present 
at the exercises as well as on the spot, directly in the platoons, companies and 
batteries, providing skilled aid to the officers. 


In the subunits, the party committee members have done a good deal of work. They 
instructed the party and Komsomol activists, and taught them how to organize politi- 
cal indoctrination under field conditions and achieve effective measures. In a word, 
they did everything so that the personnel strengthened its skills in able and deci- 
Sive actions in a situation close to real combat. 


In the field exercises, the members of the party committee and the party bureau as 
well as other party activists have carried out extensive organizational and indoc- 
trinational work among the personnel, and by their challenging word and personal ex- 
ample have led the men to carry out the tasks confronting them in an exemplary man- 
ner. Thus, when the motorized rifle troops were mastering the procedures of throw- 
ing hand grenades from various positions and shelters, and were learning to combat 
tanks, the party activists acquainted the soldiers and sergeants with examples of 
combat skill and courage shown by other fellow servicemen on the front, and told 
about the heroes of the past war who boldly and single-handedly took on the enemy 
armored vehicles and intrepidly crushed the Nazi invaders. In the course of the 
tactical exercises, training and firing, during the driving of combat vehicles, the 
communists are the first to reach the firing line, the first to take the controls, 
the first to take their places in the foxhole over which a tank will pass. In en- 
deavoring to keep up with the party members, the remaining men suppress their fear 
and successfully go through the testing of courage and strength. 


In the struggle for a high level of field skills among the motorized rifle troops, 
it is difficult to overstress the importance of the socialist competition. This 

can be substantiated by the motorized rifle company on the rolls of which is entered 
in perpetuity the name of Hero of the Soviet Union, Capt G. Balayan. Here the com- 
petition has truly become an inseparable part of the training and indoctrination 
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process aud an effective means for mobilizing the men to carry out the Lasks con- 
fronting them in an exemplary manner. And this is the accomplishment of the sub- 
unit communists, In relying on them, the company commander, Sr Lt B. Z2higanoyv (in- 
cidentally, he has now been promoted), and the platoon commanders maintain a spirit 
of competitiveness in the exercises, firings and drills. In the competition for the 
types of combat training, for the combat training missions and standards, the com- 
manders ensure strict observance of the Leninist principles of publicity, comparison 
of the results and the repetition of positive experience. And it must be said that 
such an approach to the competition has produced good results. For a number of 
training periods now, the company personnel has had stable high indicators in mili- 
tary and political training as well as in military discipline. The company also 
distinguished itself in the competition in honor of the 110th birthday of V. I. 
Lenin and the 35th anniversary of the victory of the Soviet people in the Great 
Patriotic War. For unstinting military service, and for successfully carrying out 
the socialist obligations, the subunit was presented the Lenin Diploma. ‘he compe- 
tition has also been ably organized in the subunits which are commanded by Sr Lts 

S. Orlov and A. Zubkov. 


Here we might point out that the questions of increasing the effectiveness of the 
precongress competition were recently discussed at a meeting of the servicemen in 
the regiment. The decision approved at it focused the motorized rifle troops on 
more steadfastly carrying out the socialist obligations, to carry out the training 
plans and programs completely and with high quality, and to celebrate the 26th CPSU 
Congress with worthy military deeds. 


In summing up the results of the competition in these and, incidentally, other sub- 
units, various forms of incentive are employed which encourage the activeness of the 
men. The experience of the outstanding men and winners in the competition is ex- 
tensively popularized. They are presented with pennants, diplomas, letters of grat- 
itude and attractively made addresses. All of this has inspired the motorized rifle 
troops and has caused in them a desire to move farther and achieve more. The party 
committee has also shown constant concern with improving moral incentives. Upon its 
initiative supported by the commander, the flag is to be hoisted in honor of the 
winner of the competition, that is, the subunit which has best carried out the 
socialist obligations and achieved high indicators in field skills and in maintain- 
ing military equipment for the training month. 





The hoisting of the flag has become a traditional event in the life of the regiment 
and is conducted during a ceremony. All the personnel is formed up on the drill 
grounds The commander's order is read. The best men of the outstanding subunit 
are called out of formation, and in a measured step approach the flagpole where they 
are given the right to hoist the red flag. On a special pedestal at the foot of the 
flatpole in bright red are the words that the crimson flag is flying in honor of a 
certain company. And here also is a group photograph of the competition winners 
taken in front of the regiment's heroes alley. 


In the system of moral incentives, another effective measure has been the evenings 
for honoring the military collectives which have achieved high indicators in the 
tactical exercises and crucial firings. For example, here is how the regiment 
honored the company under the command of Sr Lt S. Orlov. Recentiy he, like Sr it 
B. Zhiganov, was promoted to a new position. The personnel of the regiment assem- 
bled in the attractively-decorated club auditorium. On the walls were posters, 
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slogans and photographs about the life of the leading subunit, and leaflets devoted 
to the high-class specialists who have rightly won the honor and respect of their 
fellow servicemen, The best soldiers spoke before the men assembled, and the sub- 
unit activists also told how they had achieved the successes and what new task they 
had set for themselves, The members of serviceman families and Pioneers from the 
local school also congratulated the winners. The leading men of the outstanding 
company were commended by the commander, and in the company a rotating regimental 
prize was presented established for the motorized rifle subunits. In the auditorium 
songs were sung upon the requests of the men, and the soldiers' amateur artistic 
group gave a concert for them. 





The command and the regimental party committee link a rise in the quality of field 
Skills in the motorized rifle troops primarily to an improvement in ideological in- 
doctrination and with those efforts which have been made to carry out the demands 
of the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideological and 
Political Indoctrination Work."' As was emphasized at the conference of the Army and 
Navy command and political leadership (which 1 happened to attend), the core of in- 
doctrination is the ideological conditioning of the men, the developing in them of 
a scientific ideology, a total loyalty to communist ideals, and a constant readiness 
to defend the socialist fatherland unstintingly. In the regiment mu . has been done 
to arm the men with a profound knowledge of Marxist-Leninist theory, the party deci- 
sions, the works of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev and other party and government leaders, 
and the urgent questions of communist construction. By the entire system of indoc- 
trination we help each soldier, sergeant, warrant officer |"praporshchik"], and of- 
ficer gain a good understanding of his responsibility for the security of the Soviet 
fatherland and for defending the victories of socialism, 


In preparing for the next tactical exercises, the party committee and the party 
bureaus at their sessions define the basic areas and forms of party political work 
which will mobilize the men to carry out the combat training tasks in an exemplary 
manner, to surpass the standards and observe safety measures. Here it is essential 
to point out that communists from headquarters and the chiefs of the regimental 
services always take an active part in preparing and conducting the company and 
battalion tactical exercises. 


At the meetings the question is raised of the vanguard role of the communists and 
their personal example. This was the case in preparing for the recent tactical ex- 
ercises. In all the party and Komsomol organizations of the subunits, meetings were 
held at which the communists and Komsomol members discussed their tasks. In carry- 
ing out the decisions of these meetings, the party member N. Bobin described to the 
motorized rifle troops the demands made by the USSR Minister of Defense on field 
skills and the tasks confronting them, while the communists V. Gorbulin and A. 
Gorshnev gave lectures to the personnel on: "The CPSU and the Fraternal Parties of 
the Socialist Countries on the Warsaw Pact and the Necessity of Its Further 
Strengthening," and "NATO--The Main Aggressive Bloc of Imperialism, a Threat to the 
Peace and Security of Peoples."’ Upon instructions of the party committee, the CPSU 
members, Officers 0. Brailov and I. Rudas, prepared a technical conference devoted 
to the particular features of operating military equipment during long marches and 
in crossing water obstacles. Also beneficial was the conference on the subject 
"Crossing Water Obstacles Without a Halt and Combat Deep in Enemy Defenses." 
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Great attention has been given to generalizi:g and propagandizing the experience of 
previous exercises. All of this has made it possible for the personne! to prepare 
well for the responsible testing of combat maturity, and to successfully carry out 
the missions confronting the regiment. And this is primarily the achievement of the 
commanders, In their majority they firmly controlled "combat," they clearly organ- 
ized cooperation in a complicated, dynamic and rapidly changing situation, they took 
a reasonable risk, and showed boldness, daring and initiative. However, there were 
instances when certain commanders, including communists, acted indecisively. ‘This 
was the result of our shortcomings. We still have not achieved high professional 
and pedagogical skills in each commander, without exception, and above all each 
officer, and we have not done everything within our power to teach the motorized 
rifle troops what is required in war. 


For this reason the efforts of the regimental command and party organization are 
aimed at further raising the effectiveness of the exercises and at ensuring a close 
tie between the various subjects of military training and tactics. This will make 
it possible to arr the trainees with profound knowledge and firm skills, and in a 
short period of .ime achieve high combat teamwork among the subunits and in the unit 
as a whole, ana their constant readiness to carry out the missions set for them. 

We are working constantly for a high level of professional and pedagogicai skill in 
the officers, and likewise in the warrant officers and sergeants. The party com- 
mittee has maintained unflagging control over the independent work of the officers, 
and in every possible way is helping them to deepen their theoretical knowledge and 
reinforce their practical skills. This has been helped by their carrying out of 
individual assignments such as preparing abstracts and lectures on the most impor- 
tant subjects. 


We have generalized the achievements of the leading commanders and their positive 
experience and have made this available to all officers. The pedagogical council 
headed by the communist, Maj Ye. Kusakin, has made a significant contribution to 
propagandizing advanced experience. The activities of the council are constantly 
under the supervision of the regimental commander and party committee. Upon our 
recommendation, for example, the pedagogical council studied and generalized the 
experience of the best leader of the company tactical exercises with field firing, 
the commander of the motorized rifle battalion, Capt N. Seredenko. This experience 
was made available to all the subunit commanders, and on its basis recommendations 
were worked out for the exercise leaders. At present all the motorized rifle com- 
panies are preparing and conducting company tactical exercises in following this 
procedure. 


We are aware that improving the pedagogical skills of the exercise leaders and the 
seeking out of new forms and methods for training and indoctrinating the men require 
daily attention, and for this reason we are actively aiding the regimental commander 
in further raising the effectiveness of commander training in order that it can en- 
rich the officers, primarily the young ones, with profound military knowledge, in- 
cluding a knowledge of the principles of military pedagogics and psychology, as well 
as sound skills in controlling the subunits in modern combined-arms combat. 


In looking closely at the training precess, the party organization of the regiment 
has aided in every possible way in ensuring a high quality of field skills and ef- 
fectiveness of the tactical exercises and drills. The communists are profoundly 

aware of their personal responsibility for the state of affairs in the collective, 
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and are endeavoring to effectively utilize the best forms of party influence on 
carrying out the tasks confronting the motorized rifle troops. The report and 
election meetings which have already been held in the party groups and organiza- 
tions of the subunits have analyzed the contribution of each CPSU member and candi- 
date member to raising field skills, to carrying out the socialist obligations, as 
well as the personal example of the communists in training and service. 


I am confident that there will be a demanding discussion at the forthcoming regi- 
mental party report and election meeting. We will discuss what has been done, our 
difficulties, the unsolved problems, how the party members have struggled for high 
quality and effectiveness of the training and indoctrinational process, the improv- 
ing of combat training, the uniting of the troop collective, and the strengthening 
of combat readiness, as well as what has been the influence on carrying out the 
tasks confronting the regiment. Certainly, other important questions will be 
touched upon related to the preparations for the next summit CPSU forum. Certainly 
the reports and elections are a demanding review of our forces and opportunities, 

a time for the strictest assessment of our work. 


The communists and all the personnel of the battle-famous Proskurov Red Banner and 
Order of Suvorov and Order of Kutuzov Motorized Rifle Regiment see their duty in 
utilizing training time with maximum effect, constantly improving the quality of 
field skills, continuing to constantly master the procedures of modern combat, and 
completing the training year with excellent indicators in military and political 
training. This will be our bect gift to the forthcoming 26th Party Congress 


COPYRIGHT: ‘Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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VOLGA MILITARY DISTRICT: RESULTS OF PARTY MEETINGS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 20, Oct 80 signed to press 3 Oct 80 
pp 52-55 


[Interview with Col V. Cheremushkin, chief of the section for party organizational 
work under the Political Directorate of the Volga Military District: "The First 
Meetings--The First Result") 


[Text] The report and election meetings have ended in the party 
groups and the company party organizations. They marked the be- 
ginning to a demanding review of affairs and plans prior to the 
congress, and they have become a strict examination and great 
school for each communist. What conclusions can be drawn from 
the first meetings and what lessons extracted for the future so 
as to carry out the entire report and election campaign on a high 
organizational and ideological level? This analysis is presently 
underway in the party bodies. 


We asked Col V. Cheremushkin, chief of the section for party 
organizational work under the Political Directorate to describe 
how the reports and elections are being carried out in the party 
organizations of the Volga Military District. Below we publish 
a brief recording of the talk held with our correspondent. 


[Question] What has been characteristic for the past meetings and in what atmos- 
phere have they been held? 


[Answer’ First of all I would like to point out the increased activeness of the 
communists. Here, undoubtedly, one can feel the work of the party organizations in 
carrying out the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress, of the subsequent plenums of 
the CPSU Central Committee, the decrees of the Central Committee, and the instruc- 
tions of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. Also of crucial significance was the conclusion 
drawn at the June Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee that the report and election 
campaign obliges us to even more thoroughly analyze the work of the party organiza- 
tions in carrying out the decisions of the 25th Party Congress, and to value all 
that is positive in our work, as well as critically view the omissions and short- 


comings. 


The reports and elections with renewed strength demonstrate the unity and solidarity 
of the army communists around the party Central Committee, the unanimous approval of 











its diverse activities in carrying out the decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress, the 
Leninist course of our state's foreign and domestic policy, a8 well as the rise in 
the defense capability of the socialist motherland. 


Characteristically virtually every communist or, at least, a majority of them par- 
ticipated in discussing the reports. They a!| showed true interest in further rais- 
ing the militancy and act'veness of their party organizations. Hence the profes- 
sional approach to the analysis of the strong and weak aspect of their work, the de- 
manding and frank conversation about the carrying out of the decisions of the 25th 
Party Congress, its instructions and strengthening the party ranks and mastering the 
Leninist style of work, on the development of criticism and self-criticism, the im- 
proving of ideological indoctrination for the people, as well as the great exacting- 
ness on oneself and others. 1 myself happened to participate in the work of the re- 
port and election meetings so that on the basis of my own impressions | can judge 
the great activeness of the communists and the concreteness of the talk held. 


The meetings actively discussed the results of the report period as well as the re- 
sults of the training year; they analyzed the content and effectiveness of 
ideological-indoctrination and organizational work aimed at further strengthening 
military discipline, raising the combat readiness of the subunits, the vigilance of 
the personnel, the effectiveness of the precongress socialist competition, and the 
training and indoctrinational process. 1 would also like to point out that at the 
meetings a prominent place was given to those problems which are assuming particular 
Significance precisely for the given troop collective and its party organization. 
Thus, at the meetings in the military schools of the district, there was a specific 
discussion of the improvement in education and indoctrination of the officer candi- 
dates and students, and the carrying out of the demands of the CPSU Central Commit- 
tee on the work of the higher school. There was also a discussion of whether the 
instruction has been linked with the life and needs of the troops, the shaping of 
high moral and political qualities for the future officers, and arming them with the 
skills of training and indoctrination of the men. 


In the political directorate, we \ave summed up the results of the first report and 
election meetings. The party activists have been informed of the results of the 
discussion as well as the positive experience and the shortcomings. 


(Question, What do the communists consider as the most valuable in the experience 
of party work acquired since the 25th CPSU Congress? What problems raised at the 
meetings could you point out? 


Answer, In the postcongress period, and in particular during the time since the 
day of the previous reports, we have continued the proces: of the qualitative growth 
of the party ranks, the organizational strengthening of the party organizations and 
a rise in their activities. While prior to the 25th CPSU Congress, 70 percent of 
the subunits had party organizations, at present the number is over 80 percent. 

The party group among the platoon and company commanders has also been increased. 
All of this has made it possible for the party collectives in the subunits to keep 
all the processes of military and political training as well as the indoctrination 


of the men under their unflagging control. 


Everywhere the communists have noticed that after the 25th CPSU Congress, the style 
and methods of activities have continued to improve in the inferior party levels. 
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AS was pointed out by Comrade L. |, Brezhnev, "even in the smallest party organiza 
tion, if everything is well calculated, everything is noted, and everything con- 
sidered, it is possible to do a great deal and to bring out many new possibilities,” 
And in fact a gold piece is small, but precious. In the company organization headed 
by Sr Lt A. Golubenko there are only five party members, but the entire collective 
knows about its deeds. In this subunit Hero of the Soviet Union, Lt N. Mitrofanoeyv, 
has been entered in perpetuity on the rolls. In the unit where he served, there 

was the combat rule that there should be no faint-hearted next to the communists. 
And there were none. By tradition, the motto of today's successors of the frontline 
soldiers is that there should be no laggards next to the communists. And there are 
none. There are none primarily because all the CPSU members, as was reported at the 
report-election meeting, are leading men and class specialists. Well, what about 
their fellow servicemen? They also are known for their successes. bach man is a 
class specialist and one out of every six has surpassed the combat standards. For 

4 years the company has firmly kept the title of outstanding. Such a high and 
steady success, in the opinion of the commander at the meeting, can largely be ex 
plained by the party influence which the communists have on the men through their 
personal example, ideological conviction, through the diverse political indoctrina- 
tion and the ability to approach each man. 


There is interesting experience in many of the party organizations, and the report- 
election meetings have helped to more fully see this and better assess it. for ex- 
ample, everywhere it has been noticed that such forms of work as hearing statements 
by communists as well as individual colloquiums with them, in being ever-more widely 
used in the party collectives, have proven fully effective. 


In the opinion of the speakers, the hearing of statements by the CPSU members and 
candidate members before their comrades on the carrying out of their party and mili- 
tary duty brings particularly great benefit if in the course of this they take up 
the problems which concern not only the person giving the report, but also the en- 
tire party group for the party organization as a whole. In this instance the state- 
ment has a profound indoctrinational effect and helps ali the communists to fee! 
with particular force their personal responsibility for the overa)1] success. 


The individual colloquiums also help to raise the professional and political active- 
ness of the communists, and to develop in them an activist position in life. And 
here the proposals of the comrades who spoke are of obvious vaiue. They advanced 
the opinion that the colloquiums should be held not only with those who have caused 
us a good deal of trouble by their attitude toward training, service and political 
growth, but also with those who we cite as an example. Let them make their propo- 
sals and critical comments. It was also emphasized that happenstance must not be 
allowed in this work. It should derive from the overall plan and from the tasks 
which confront the party collective. it gust not be forgotten that colloquiums are 
a strictly individual form of work. Were routine, formalism and pat schemes are in- 
acceptable. 


Il have been speaking of what, in the opinion cf the communists, is valuable and to 
some degree new in the life of the organizations. I would also like, in answering 
the second part of the question, to say sometiing of the problems raised at the 
meetings. Or at least about one of them whic has been most ardently discussed. 

In my view, this has been most definitely expressed in the speech given by Sr Lt Yu. 
Nemirovskiy. He put it this way: Let us ask ourselves whether we know our fellow 
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servicemen well, And not all together, but rather each individually, his inner 
world, true character and true aspirations, And | would answer scarcely so, Why? 
Is there not enough time for this’ But time is always scarce, No, obviously the 
question is something else. it may be in the methods and style of our work, For 
example, in imitating the superior party organizations, are we not too involved with 
large-scale measures, do we not rely excessively on their strength, forgetting about 
the people themselves, not seeing, as they say, the trees for the forest? 


At the meetings the communists emphasized that they had more than enough reminders 
about an “individual approach" to the men, But is there an opportunity to employ 
this widely and fully?’ They had been told look at the plans. There was "Hold an 
Evening Meeting,” "Organize a Lecture," and "Make a Cultural Excursion." All of 
this had to be done, all of this, certainly, is necessary and useful. But the prob- 
lem is that at times we don't know what a reasonable balance is in such a question. 
And then at times we underestimate the role of individual work. When, for example, 
4 communist, having remained at work, talks until late in the evening with one or 
two men and, possibly, for the first time helps them to refiect over their atti- 
tude toward service, little would be said. Sut let him not carry out any measure, 
and they will notice this. Sincere talks are not found in any plans, no thank you 
is said for this, and no one will rebuke you if there are no such talks or if they 
are conducted in @ primitive, routine manner. 





The conciusion’? The communists formulated this as follows: the strength of the 
effect on the people cannot be measured solely by the number of measures conducted 
or by the involvement of the men in then. 


Here there is something to think about. Do we not excessively regulate the activi- 
ties of the inferior party levels and are we not excessively oriented to mass forms 
of work? Flexible forms, specific to the job must be more sought out, turning the 
subunits into a center of daily ideological indoctrination. 


Question, What lessons, in your view, could be drawn from the past meetings and 
what must be considered in the preparations for and holding of the reports and elec- 
tions in the primary party organizations? 


Answer! If the issue is what lessons we have drawn for ourselves from the previous 
meetings, my first duty would be to say the following. 


Each meeting must be more carefully prepared for. Of course, this is not a question 
of just getting it organized. We must stipulate this because although such in- 
stances have been isolated they still have occurred. How have they been manifested? 
The comrades endeavored to determine the subjects of the speeches for the communists, 
those who would take the floor, and so forth. At times mewvers and candidate mem- 
bers learned about the date of the mecting literally one or two days before it. 

The secretaries and party activists did not always seek the advice of the communists 
about what problems should be raised in the report, what aspects should be focused 
on, how to more correctly and objectively assess the contribution of each person to 
the common success, or determine the long-range tasks. Naturally, all of this could 
not help but tell on the level and results of the meetings. 


For example, precisely due to the poor preparation of the meeting in the party or- 
ganization where Lt S. Oshurkov is the secretary, it was held without any special 
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activeness on the part of those present. At the meeting the main thing was lacking, 
that is, analysis, generalizations, lively thinking and the bold raising of ques 
tions, acute, constructive criticism, the degree of effect of the party organiza 
tion on the state of affairs in the subunit was not brought out, and for a long 
time this had not made headway, the subunit had not achieved higher limits of mili- 
tary improvement, and had remained among the average. In analyzing the actual state 
of affairs, they had merely stated what had succeeded and what not. But why did it 
succeed? Who was to blame for one or another failure? What must be done to improve 
the situation? There was no such analytical approach to examining what had been 
done during the report period, and in essence no answer was provided for these ques- 
tions, 


There were also other shortcomings in the holding of the meetings. The reports and 
speeches of individual CPSU members did not always profoundly and critically analyze 
party work in the period between the congresses as well as after the previous re 
ports and elections, and the efforts of the communists at times were not correlated 
with the results of the training year. A fundamental evaluation was not always made 
of instances of weaknesses and oversimplification in the training process or for 
elements of formalism in the socialist competition, and high demands were not placed 
on those communists who had poor results in their own skills and in the training of 
subordinates, and who did not completely fulfill the obligations. At times the 
meetings were not used to assess the contribution of each member and candidate men- 
ber to the overall success. And probably for this reason the individual speeches 
were not marked by self-criticism. Rarely did one hear from the rostrum: “I did 
not succeed in this," or "this was my fault." In some places no assessment was made 
of the work of the comrades who worked in the Komsomol or trade union organizations 
or in people's control. 


Not all the meetings provided a thorough analysis of the state of ideological work 
in light of the Decree of the CPSU Central Committee "On Further Improving Ideologi- 
cal and Political Indoctrination Work."' The attention of the communists was not 
sufficiently focused on the solving of such problems as the introduction of a com- 
prehensive approach to assessing the entire state of indoctrination, or turning the 
party organizations and party groups into a center of daily ideological and indoc- 
trinational activities. There should have been a more thorough examination of the 
questions of improving the qualitative composition and strengthening the party ranks 
as well as for the leadership of the Komsomol organizations. 


At present we are endeavoring in a most careful manner to consider the positive as- 
pects and shortcomings of the previous report-election meetings in order to raise 
the role of the political directorate and strengthen the influence of all the polit- 
ical bodies on the course of this crucial campaign. We are focusing the party ac- 
tivists on involving a broader group of persons in preparing for the meetings in 
order that the report be the fruit of true collective thought and not just the sec- 
retary. All of this will make it possible to more thoroughly analyze the acquired 
experience and "get at the essence," as one of the communists put it at the meeting, 
where | happened to be. Our advice would be to retain party leaders who have proven 
themselves on the job. We should endeavor without hesitating to adapt all that is 
valuable, professional and created out of collective experience, and we should ef- 
fectively eliminate shortcomings. And we should not delay in instructing the newly 
elected activists. 
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We are confident that these and other measures undertaken by the political bodies 


will help as a whole in carrying out the report and election campaign on a proper 
level and will thereby contribute to mobilizing all the communists and nonparty 
persons to properly celebrate the 26th CPSU Congress. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
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POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION; LENIN'S PRECEPTS 


a VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 20, Oct 80 signed to press 3 Oct 80 
pp 65-75 


(Unattributed article: ‘The Lenin Lesson: ‘Let Us Study Communism, Let Us Build 
and Defend Communism! '"'| 


(Text) The study of the given subject has been timed with the 60th anniversary of 
the speech of V. I. Lenin at the 5d Komsomol Congress. The exercise should be held 
in the form of a Lenin Lesson. Lenin lessions are one of the effective forms of 
propagandizing the ideological and theoretical heritage of the leader of our party 
and state. They have arisen out of the growing interest of the personnel in pro- 
foundly studying the works of V. I. Lenin. The soldiers, sailors, sergeants and 
petty officers are endeavoring to delve deeply into the very rich ideological con- 
tent of the leader's works, to hear recordings of his speeches, to read memoirs 
about him by associates in the revolutionary struggle, and compare their deeds and 
actions with the advice of Lenin to the Soviet soldiers. The value of such lessons 
lies precisely in this comparison, in analyzing the problems of today and the tasks 
of military and political training from the positions of Lenin's exactingness. 


The aim of a Lenin Lesson is to discuss the most important provisions in the works 
of Lenin which are of important significance for indoctrinating in the personne] 
high moral-political and military qualities, and a constant rise in the vigilance 
and combat readiness of the subunits, units and ships. As experience indicates, 
such lessons can be held on individual works by Lenin or they can be thematic ones. 
But in either instance, the conducting of them requires serious preparation. It is 
important not only to correctly select the subject of the lesson, but also to de- 
termine the most pressing questions for the given troop collective and to prepare 
for a professional, interesting discussion by the soldiers, sailors, sergeants and 
petty officers. 


As a rule, a Lenin Lesson begins with an introductory comment by the leader. Then 
the participants of the lesson, invited war and labor veterans and advanced produc- 
tion workers have their say. In the course of the lesson film strips, excerpts from 
films about V. I. Lenin and recordings of his speeches are used. 


More thorough procedural recommendations on the holding of a Lenin Lesson on the 
proposed subject are to be found in the third section of this work. The aim of the 
given lesson is to help the men better master the advice of V. I. Lenin to the Soviet 
youth and better realize personal responsibility for properly carrying on the legacy 
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of the elder generations, and for active participation in the construction of commu- 
nism, and for protecting the peaceful labor of our people, It is advisable to or- 
ganize the lesson on a scale of a Komsomol organization of a company, battery or 
equivalent subunit, 


Two hours are assigned for holding the lesson. In the course of it it is essential 
to take up the following questions: 1, The speech of V. I. Lenin at the 3d Komsomol 
Congress, a fighting program for the activities of the Soviet youth. 2. Lenin's 
legacy to the armed defenders of the motherland. 5. Proper celebrations for the 
26th CPSU Congress! 


In the brief introduction, it is advisable to point out that one of the remarkable 
traditions of our people is to greet the party congresses with new labor achieve- 
ments. This is vividly apparent today in the patriotic movement under the motto 
"26 Shock Weeks for the 26th CPSU Congress!" The young citizens of our country are 
actively involved in it along with all the Soviet people. Having joined the relay 
of shock deeds, they are setting examples of labor and military valor and are making 
a worthy contribution to further strengthening the economic and defense might of the 
motherland. And this is the best affirmation of the unshakable loyalty of the 
young builders and defenders of communism to the ideals of October and to the legacy 
of V. I. Lenin. 


1. The Speech of V. I. Lenin at the 3d Komsomol Congress--A Militant Program for 
the Activities of the Soviet Youth 


In beginning to take up the material on the first question, it is important to point 
out that the successful solving of the tasks involved in the construction of commu- 
nism and securely protecting the socialist fatherland against the imperialist ag- 
gressors and their henchmen is closely tied to the communist indoctrination of the 
Soviet people and the greatest possible development of the political awareness and 
activeness of each citizen in our country. V. I. Lenin pointed this out repeatedly. 
The leader and founder of the Communist Party and the Soviet state viewed the con- 
struction of communism as a comprehensive task. Lenin emphasized that the carrying 
out of the economic and sociopolitical problems in it is inseparably linked with the 
shaping of a new man, with the indoctrination and training of "thoroughly developed 
and thoroughly a -¥ people, people who are able to do everything" (PSS (Complete 
Collected Works), Vol 41, p 33). 


V. I. Lenin paid particular attention to the communist indoctrination of the Soviet 
youth. He profoundly and completely established the aims and tasks of indoctrinat- 
ing the young builders of the new society and the shaping of high moral-political 
and professional qualities in them. The program documer* in this regard was Lenin's 
speech at the 3d Komsomo]l Congress (2 October 1920) known under the name ''The Tasks 
of the Youth Unions." 


A. V. Lunacharskiy, the People's Commissar of Education for the young Soviet state, 
called this speech "infinitely profound." It is possible to return to it repeatedly 
and each time discover ever-new thoughts. This is a property of all Lenin's works 
without exception, and this is the strength of his genius. The young worker, kolk- 
hoz member, student or soldier, each who reads the speech of V. I. Lenin at the 3d 
Komsomol Congress, will inevitably find in it much that is instructive and valuable 
for himself. And this is understandable since the work "The Tasks of the Youth 
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Unions" not only discloses the content but also shows the ways and methods for the 
indoctrination and self-indoctrination of the citizen of the country building commu- 
nism, 


V. I, Lenin saw the purpose of induccrinating the man of a new society, in the first 
place, in his mastery of the knowledge which mankind has produced, and above all 

the revolutionary theory of Marxism; secondly, in the daily application of the ob- 
tained knowledge in practice, in building communism, and in developing a communist 
attitude toward labor; thirdly, in developing in the young people high moral qual- 
ities such as solidarity, collectivism, mutual aid, total dedication in the struggle 
for the ideals of the future, irreconcilability for bourgeois ideology and morality, 
and in reshaping the private ownership psychology into the psychology of a communist. 





Lenin's main legacy for Soviet youth was to study communism. V. I. Lenin urged the 
young men and women of our country to master the revolutionary theory of Marxism 
profoundly and creatively in order "to turn communism into a guide for...practical 
work" (see PSS, Vol 41, p 308). Lenin warned that without work and without a strug- 
gle a book knowledge of communism can build nothing. Only in working along with the 
workers and peasants, he emphasized, is it possible to become a true communist. 


For the struggle for communism, V. I. Lenin taught, there must be not merely edu- 
cated people, but rather passionate, aware fighters, able workers who always act 

as the interests of communist construction require. The leader of our party and 
State pointed out that the complicated economic, political and ideological tasks 
which the generations of the builders of communism must carry out require efforts 
and time. This is essential in order to break the "terrible strength" of the old 
bourgeois habits which have taken possession of millions of people, in order to cre- 
ate a new communist morality, new habits, standards of conduct and intercourse, and 
to shape high moral qualities of the individual, that is, to indoctrinate the men- 
bers of society in a spirit of the new morality. 


V. I. Lenin developed and extended the views of K. Marx and F. Engels on the histori- 
cal, class nature of morality in a class society. Lenin unmasked all the falacious- 
ness of bourgeois morality which cultivates in man selfishness, egoism, crueliness, 
hypocrisy and other evil traits and inclinations, and he showed its reactionary, 
antihumane essence. In sanctimoniously preaching "love" for the fellow man, the 
morality of capitalist society in fact means the enslavement and plundering of mil- 
lions of workers and entire peoples. It faithfully serves the interests of the ex- 
ploiting classes, and is aimed at preserving and strengthening the rule of monopo- 
listic capital. 


The morality of the working class is the antipode of bourgeois morality. It arose 

in the class struggle of the proletariat against the exploiters, and serves the 

cause of liberating the workers from capitalist suppression. For this reason V. I. 
Lenin pointed out: "...Morality is what serves to destroy the old exploiting society 
and unites all the workers around the proletariat which creates a new society of com- 
munists (PSS, Vol 41, p 311). Communist morality, Lenin emphasized, serves this 
struggle, and unites the workers against any exploitation. 


At the basis of communist morality, in Lenin's expression, lies the struggle for the 
strengthening and completion of communism. "This is what the basis of communist 
indoctrination, education and instruction means," said V. I. Lenin, turning to the 
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youth, "This is the answer to the question of how communism must be studied" (PSS, 
Vol 41, p 315). 


In Lenin's mind, only that which serves the struggle for the victory of communism 
has moral value and attractiveness. And conversely, all that contradicts or impedes 
this is profoundly amoral and intolerable, Thus, to be a moral man means to devote 
one's forces, knowledge and experience to the common cause of building and defending 
a communist society. 


Communism, taught V, Ll, Lenin, cannot be built alone. It is impossible to create 
one's own happiness without creating it for others, For this reason, indoctrina- 
tion in a spirit of communist morality, pointed out Lenin in a speech at the 3d Kom- 
somol Congress, presupposes an indoctrination of the feeling of collectivism, mutual 
aid, and the establishing of humanistic, truly comradely relationships between 
people. 


The leader of the exercise should point out that the great cause of building commu- 
nism requires great efforts from its every participant. For this reason V. I. Lenin 
in the speech at the 3d Komsomol Congress urged the youth to take an active part in 
labor. He proposed as the primary task for the Komsomol that it indoctrinate the 
young men and women of all ages in conscious and disciplined labor. 


One must then go on to say that Lenin's ideas voiced in the speech "The Tasks of the 
Youth Unions" have stood the historic test of time. They have been substantiated by 
the actual building of a new society in our country and in the fraternal socialist 
countries. The challenge of V. I. Lenin "to study communism" which resounded in his 
speech at the 3d Komsomol Congress is timely today. The content of this challenge 
under present-day conditions has been thoroughly disclosed in the works and speeches 
of General Secretary of the CPSU Central Commiteee, the Chairman of the Presidium of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev. 


To study communism, our party points out, means to always endeavor to be an active 
participant in communist construction so that your labor--a source of satisfaction 
and joy in life for yourself--fuses with the labor of your comrades for the common 
good. This always means to set for yourself the goal of becoming an even more 
skilled worker and mastering all the new scientific and technical knowledge. This 
means to always seek out new, even more effective ways in production. 


To study communism means to continuously study the theory of Marxism-Leninism, de- 
veloping in oneself a clear understanding of the great historic cause for which our 
party and people are fighting, as well as firm ideological conviction in the right- 
ness of this struggle. This means to constantly develor in oneself class self- 
awareness, to instill in oneself the evolutionary traditio:s of the Communist Party 
and the working class, in a spirit of irreconcilability for the class enemies and 
their ideology. This means to learn how to recognize the class enemy, no matter 
what guise he might assume. 


To study communism means to take an active part in social life, to become involved 
in the management of public affairs, to always and in all ways defend the interests 
of our society, our people and our state. 
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To study communism means in word and in deed, by one's personal example to estab- 
lish the standards of communist morality. This means to constantly improve one's 
cultural level, to broaden one's viewpoint, and to enrich one's mind with ever-new 
knowledge from the treasuretrove of human culture. 


To study communism means to indoctrinate oneself in a spirit of wholehearted Soviet 
patriotism. This means to endeavor by all one's force to assist in strengthening 
the might and flourishing of our great motherland. This means to protect the moral- 
political unity of our society like the apple of your eye, to strengthen the friend- 
ship of peoples in our country, and to be intolerable of any manifestations of 
nationalism, This means to always be ready to devote all one's forces and if re- 
quired, one's very life, to defend our socialist motherland, for the happiness of 
one's people, for the cause of communism. 


To study communism means to instill in oneself a spirit of proletarian, socialist 
internationalism, in a spirit of fraternal friendship with the peoples of the 
socialist countries, and a fighting alliance with all the fighters for the cause of 
peace and liberty of peoples, in a spirit of class solidarity with the workers of 
the entire world. 


Thus our party defines the basic tasks of the Soviet youth and the Lenin Komsomol 

at the present stage of communist construction. And the Komsomol members, the young 
men and women of the homeland of October are in deed showing their unshakable loyal- 
ty to the immortal Lenin legacy and to the requirements of the CPSU. 


The 25th Party Congress pointed to the increased role of the Komsomol in the life of 
our country. The congress had high praise for the labor feats of the Soviet youth. 
At the same time the congress emphasized that life is confronting the Komsomol mem- 
bers with new, even more responsible tasks, and necessitates a further strengthen- 
ing of the communist indoctrination of the youth, an improvement in the style, forms 
and methods of Komsomol work, and demands active and aware involvement of young 
people in the construction of communism. The congress decisions have become a prac- 
tical guide to action for all the Komsomol members and all the young men and women 
of our fatherland. 


Vital proof of the loyalty of the younger generation of the Soviet country to Lenin's 
legacy is its labor activeness in carrying out the historic plans of the 25th CPSU 
Congress and in the patriotic movement "The Enthusiasm and Creativity of the Young 
for the Five-Year Plan of Efficiency and Quality!" This is vivid affirmation that 
Lenin's legacy has been and remains the most important guideline for the youth of 
our country. 


At present the centers of the labor feat of the young are such major national eco- 
nomic projects as the Baykal-Amur Mainline, KamAZ (Kama Truck Plant), the Atommash 
[Nuclear Engineering Machinery) Plant, the Bratsk--Ust'-Ilimsk Territorial Produc- 
tion Complex, the Kursk Magnetic Anomaly, and many others. During the 10th Five- 
Year Plan alone, the Komsomol shock projects in the nation received a half million 
young volunteers under Komsomol-sponsored work trips, including more than 150,000 
military reservists. 


Having changed a military uniform for a work one, yesterday's military do not change 
their main rule instilled by the army, that is, to always be on the forward edge, 
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and to serve as an example in the honest and unstinting execution of one's duty to 
the motherland, Many of them are adding to the ranks of the shockworkers of the 
five-year plan, they are setting examples of labor valor at the construction sites, 
in the shops of plants and factories, on the fields and farms of kolkhozes and 
sovkhozes, and they are becoming the initiators of glorious patriotic undertakings. 
For example, widely known is the initiative of the men in the squad of MSgt A, 
Nochevka from the Red Banner Northern Caucasus Military District. Having returned 
after military service to their home Rogovskiy Sovkhoz in Yegorlykskiy Rayon of 
Rostovskaya Oblast, there they set up a Komsomol-youth harvesting-transport team, 
and are working with great enthusiasm. The team is a leader in the socialist com- 
petition. Many such examples could be given. 


A predominant majority of the Soviet youth has honorably carried out its civil duty 
to the motherland. The young men and women of the Soviet nation, in participating 
practically in implementing the party's plans, mature ideologically and morally, and 
learn to organize their lives in accord with the principles of the moral code of a 
builder of conmunism, At present, the aspirations of our youth, like all the Soviet 
people, are aimed at properly greeting the 26th CPSU Congress. The All-Union Relay 
of Communist Affairs has been marked by new scope of the socialist competition, by 
glorious initiatives and undertakings, and by inspired labor. This relay is being 
carried out upon the decision of the Komsomol Central Committee in honor of the 
forthcoming party congress. 


The 25th CPSU Congress pointed ovt that nothing so elevates an individual as an ac- 
tivist position in life and a conscientious attitude toward social duty, when a 
unity of word and deed becomes a daily standard of conduct. An activist position in 
life is also a struggle against what impedes the building of a new society and in- 
hibits social progress. "The establishing of the standards and principles of com- 
munist morality is impossible without a constant and steady struggle against anti- 
social manifestations, spiritual poverty and its inevitable accomplices--drunken- 
ness, hooliganism and violations of labor discipline. Equally dangerous are the 
concealed and, at first glance, not always noticeable manifestations of immorality. 
Indifference, parasitism, cynicism, and pretentions of receiving more than you give 
society--such moral flaws should not be outside the scope of the Komsomol and all 
our community," said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the 18th Komsomol Congress. These 
words contain an entire program of combating such negative phenomena as money- 
grubbing, an unconscientious attitude toward labor and public property, and a con- 
sumer approach to life. 


In completing the exposition of the material on the first question, it is impor- 
tant to emphasize that the instructions of the great Lenin are a vital compass for 
millions of young men and women. The younger generatiox of our country sees its 
historic calling in fighting actively and consciously for the cause of Lenin and 
the cause of October, in adding to the revolutionary, labor and military traditions 
of the party and the people, in working in the communist manner, in constantly mas- 
tering modern knowledge and cultura], scientific and technical achievements, and 
faithfully serving our socialist motherland. 


2. Lenin's Legacy to the Armed Defenders of the Motherland 


in beginning to treat the material on the second question, it must be pointed out 
that the necessity of defending the socialist fatherland is an objective pattern in 
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the construction of socialism and communism. se history of the development of our 
state is convincing affirmation of this. 


To be on guard and to keep one's powder dry--this is the main conclusion of the 
leader of the world proletariat after the end of the hard years of the Civil War, 
"Not counting on the blows already dealt to imperialism," V. 1. Lenin taught, ‘no 
matter what the cost we must keep our Red Army in full combat readiness and strength- 
en its combat capability" (PSS, Vol 42, p 130). He constantly explained that to be 
on guard means to strictly observe the laws of revolutionary vigilance, to promptly 
identify and render harmless the perfidious intrigues of our class enemies. Lenin 
considered the most important indicator of vigilance to be the strict keeping of 
state and military secrets. 


High revolutionary vigilance, in the view of V. I. Lenin, iS particularly essential 
for the army of a socialist state. This notion runs as a constant theme through 
many works, such as "The Socialist Fatherland in Danger!"’, "Everyone into the 
Struggle Against Denikin!", "Letter to the Workers on the Occasion of the Victory 
Over Kolchak" and others. 


In the exercise it is possible to give instances of high vigilance of Soviet sol- 
diers in the struggle against the Nazi invaders, the ability of our soldiers and 
commanders to strictly keep military and state secrets, and to the end to be faith- 
ful to the cath and regulations and one's military duty to the motherland. The 
Soviet people will never forget the names of Gen Dmitriy Mikhaylovich Karbyshev, 
Pvts Yuriy Smirnov, Nikolay Fedorchenko, Sn Yevgeniy Nikonov, or other loyal sons 
of the socialist fatherland who prefered a tortured death rather than reveal mili- 
tary secrets to the Nazis. 


Lenin's instructions on the necessity to always be on guard and to show high vigi- 
lance are of enormous significance at present. The agents of imperialist intelli- 
gence by any means are endeavoring to secure our military and state secrets, and 
stop at nothing in the hope of weakening the Soviet state and its Armed Forces. 
Under these conditions, any manifestations of indifference, laxness or compiacency 
even by individual citizens, and all the more servicemen, can cause serious harm to 
the might of the motherland and to the combat readiness of our Armed Forces. 


It is important to emphasize that the high vigilance of the personnel is most close- 
ly tied to constant combat readiness of the troops and naval forces, and their abil- 
ity at any moment to deal a crushing rebuff to the aggressor. V. I. Lenin repeated- 
ly cautioned the Soviet people and the defenders of the motherland that the danger 
of war will last as long as world imperialism exists. "...Having set to our peace- 
ful construction," he pointed out, "we are making every effort to continue it with- 
out interruption. At the same time, comrades, be on guard, and protect the defense 
capability of our country and our Red Army like the apple of your eye..."' (PSS, 

Vol 44, p 300). 


Lenin's appeal to be on guard and to be constantly ready to defeat the enemy for the 
Soviet military has become a guide to action from the first days of the creation of 
the Armed Forces. The successful carrying out of this admonishment of the leader's 
made it possible for the Red Army during the years of the Civil War to defeat head- 
on the combined forces of the foreign interventionists and the White Guards. 
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In the battles against the enemies of the socialist fatherland, the defenders of 

the young Soviet republic showed unprecedented heroism and self-sacrifice. The 
words of V. |, Lenin were substantiated that Russia is capable of producing not only 
individual heroes, but that Russia can produce these heroes in hundreds and thou- 
sands, ‘The main...reason that victory has now come to us," said Lenin after the 
end of the Civil War, "the main source is the heroism, self-sacrifice and unprece- 
dented tenacity in combat shown by the Red Armymen..." (PSS, Vol 42, p 4). These 
words are also fully applicable to the Great Patriotic War, They profoundly dis- 
close one of the main sources of the world historical victory of the Soviet people 
and their valorous Armed Forces over Nazi Germany. 


The Soviet people hold sacred the memory of the remarkable military feats of the men 
of our Army and Navy. Books have been written about them, songs have been composed 
in honor of the heroes, monuments have been built, and streets have been named after 
them in many cities and villages. The mass heroism of the Soviet military shown in 
the Great Patriotic War, their courage and bravery, and their ability to beat the 
enemy serve as a source of inspiration for the present generation of defenders of 
the motherland. 


As is known, military skill does not come automatically. It is achieved by hard 
work. V. I. Lenin emphasized that military affairs must be studied effectively. 
Military training, he taught, requires extended, intense, stubborn and disciplined 
work (see PSS, Vol 36, pp 26, 325). 


Only a well prepared and trained soldier who possesses high moral-political and 
military qualities is capable of being victorious over an enemy, and particularly in 
modern combat. It is impossible to imagine a soldier or sailor who is not able to 
master the weapons and equipment assigned to him or the procedures and methods of 
combat operations. 


The skills of each specialist today should be as finely honed as possible. And for 
this during exercises and training it is essential to work at full strength and to 
give all oneself to service. In sacredly carrying out Lenin's legacy, the Soviet 
military are properly mastering modern weapons and equipment, and are learning to 
skillfully employ them in the most complicated situation. At the exercise it is 
advisable to describe the best specialists of the subunit, unit and ship, and to 
draw attention to their achievements in training and service. 


One of the main conditions for a further rise in the combat readiness of the Red 
Army was seen by V. I. Lenin in the greatest possible strengthening of military dis- 
cipline. He considered the high political awareness of the men of the Army and Navy 
to be the inexorable basis for discipline and organization in the troops. Lenin 
urged the Red Armymen to carry out all the laws dealiug with the Red Army and all 
orders not out of fear but rather out of consciousness, and to fully support dis- 
cipline in the army. 


Lenin's ideas and notions of military discipline have been reinforced in the party 
decisions and laws of the Soviet state, and have been reflected in the military oath 
and regulations. They are fundamentai for the USSR Armed Forces. In carrying out 
the honorable duty in the ranks of the Army and Navy, the Soviet military instills 
in itself high organization, efficiency, and a readiness to carry out any order of 
the commander or directive of the motherland. 


de 





In following Lenin's legacy, the Communist Party has been constantly concerned with 
the further strengthening of discipline in the Army and Navy. ‘The CPSU," empha- 
Sizes the Party Program, "is doing everything so that the Soviet Armed Forces will 
be a precise and smooth organism, have high organization and discipline, and in an 
examplary manner carry out the tasks posed for them by the party, government and 


the people...." 


The propagandist should point out that military discipline is the most important 
condit'on for victory in combat, and the basis for the constant and high combat 
readiness of the troops in peacetime. The daily service, life and training of the 
troops are inconceivable without it. Discipline is needed everywhere--in the bar- 
racks and in formation, in exercises and on cruises, on guard and during duty detail, 
in the unit and outside it. 


The military regulations are of great significance in strengthening military disci- 
pline. The regulations of the USSR Armed Forces represent a compendium of the laws 
of military service, and one of the bases for the training and indoctrination of 
the personnel. In a concentrated form they state the demands of the Communist Party 
and the Soviet government for constant combat readiness, as well as the basic pro- 
visions on the combat activities of the troops and naval forces. The unswerving 
execution of the requirements of the military regulations, instructions, orders of 
commanders and superiors is a most important condition for ensuring the security of 
the motherland, and for the constant readiness of the personnel to immediately 
thwart the aggressive plans of our class enemies on the international scene. 


Then the attention of the students must be drawn to the fact that recently the situ- 
ation in the world has become sharply exacerbated. Here the reactionary imperialist 
circles are to blame, primarily the United States and NATO, as weil as their Beijing 
supporters. The American mi.:itary openly claims the role of the world's policemen. 
In strengthening the duel with the Soviet Union, the Washington administration has 
made its main wager on escalating U.S. military might. "Imperialism has clearly set 
as its aim the testing of the will of peoples for peace," emphasized Comrade |. |. 
Brezhnev in the report at the June (1980) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, 
"yours and mine, comrades, goodwill and determination to follow the path of detente 
and good neighbors." 


The U.S. President, J. Carter, has signed the notorious Directive No 59 on the new 
U.S. nuclear strategy. The directive declares that it is possible to conduct a 
"limited nuclear war." its essence, as the American press has pointed out, is to 
threaten to make the first strike against Soviet military objectives. 


The reasons for the greater aggressiveness of imperialism are clear. They are in 
the desire to prevent the strengthening of the positions of socialism, the successes 
of the national liberation movement, and the growth of the influence of democratic 
and progressive forces throughout the world. It also is a consequence of the exac- 
erbation of the overall crisis of the capitalist system, and the response to the 
profound crisis phenomena in the economic, monetary-financial, energy and other 
areas of life in the bourgeois society, and to the growing struggle of the working 
class and the workers in the capitalist nations for their own rights and interests. 
This is the fears of the U.S. ruling circles about leadership in the capitalist 
world which has been noticeably undermined by the growth of interimperialist con- 
tradictions, by risked coups and miscalculations of American foreign policy. 
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The leaders of the United States and a number of other imperialist states, in en- 
deavoring to check the progressive changes in the world, are carrying out a policy 
of strengthening the arms race, unleashing provocations against the socialist and 
other independent states, of activating the North Atlantic Treaty, expanding its 
functions aS an implement of imperialist dictatorship. The partnership of imperial- 
ism and Chinese hegemonism is also a new dangerous phenomenon on the world political 
scene, 


In Speaking about the military preparations of imperialism, it is essential to note 
that they have been accompanied by an activation of its ideological subversion and 
by a broadening of "psychological warfare" against the USSR and the other countries 
of the socialist commonwealth. 


The propaganda machine of the West and Beijing is endeavoring to shape a completely 
distorted, hostile notion of Soviet foreign policy, and to create a propaganda 
screen for its aggressive actions. Here one of the main objectives in the subver- 
Sive activities of imperialism has been and remains the Soviet Armed Forces. Our 
class enemies would like to weaken the determination of the Soviet military to de- 
fend its motherland, to instill nationalistic prejudices in their conscience, to 
shake the belief in Lenin's legacy and the unchallenged loyalty to the Communist 
Party, and thereby undermine the basis of their combat readiness and unshakable 
might. But such calculations are doomed to failure. 


Under the difficult conditions of the international situation, the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee and the Soviet government have shown constant, truly Leninist concern with 
the greatest possible strengthening of national defense capability, and improving 
our glorious Armed Forces. The defense might of the Soviet nation checks the ag- 
gressive drives of imperialism and thereby help our party and government carry out 
its Leninist peace-loving foreign policy line on the international scene, and to 
decisively defend the state interests of the USSR and the fraternal socialist 
countries. "Our valorous Armed Forces," pointed out Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev in his 
speech at the ceremony at Alma-Ata devoted to the 60th anniversary of Kazakhstan and 
the Kazakh Communist P rty, "possess everything necessary to rebuff any aggressor. 
We also have a firm fraternity in arms with the national armies of the socialist 
countries." 


The men of the Soviet Armed Forces have responded to the constant concern of the 
party and government for further strengthening of the economic and defense might of 
the motherland with new successes in their military and political training, and by 
strengthening vigilance for the intrigues of the enemies of peace and socialism. 
For the Soviet military, a reliable guide is the instruction of V. I. Lenin not to 
be satisfied with the skills which our previous experier.> has developed in us, but 
to constantly go farther, to achieve constantly more, and to move constantly from 
the easier tasks to the more difficult ones (see PSS, Vol 37, p 196). The heirs and 
continuers of the glorious traditions of the frontline heroes, the military of the 
1980's are fully determined to carry out Lenin's legacy and the tasks posed by the 
25th CPSU Congress for the USSR Armed Forces, and to worthily meet the next 26th 
Congress of our Communist Party. 


In completing the exposition of the material on the second question, the conclusion 
can be drawn that the men of our Army and Navy, united closely around the Communist 
Party and the Soviet government, are sacredly carrying out the legacy of V. 1. Lenin, 
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they are constantly mastering military affairs, they are strengthening discipline 
in every possible way, and are constantly raising the vigilance and combat readi- 
ness of the subunits, units and ships. The successful fulfillment of the military 
and political training plans and the assumed socialist obligations, the further 
rise of field, sea and air skills, the increasing of vigilance and combat readiness, 
and the strengthening of military discipline--this is the response of the Soviet 
military to the legacy of V. I. Lenin, to the demands of the Communist Party, and 
its appeal to turn the final year of the Tenth Five-Year Plan, the year of active 
preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress into a year of shockwork and work in the 
Leninist style. Ina single formation with the men of the Warsaw Pact armies, the 
personne! of our Army and Navy is always on guard and ready to deal a crushing blow 
to any aggressor. 





3. A Proper Greeting for the 26th CPSU Congress! 


In beginning to give the material on the third question, it is essential to empha- 
Size that the high results in combat training and service achieved by the personne] 
in the course of the precongress socialist competition serve as a vivid manifesta. 
tion of the loyalty of the Soviet military to Lenin's legacy, to the cause of the 
Communist Party, and to their patriotic and international duty. The defenders of 
the motherland with great enthusiasm are participating in the All-Union Relay of 
Komsomol Affairs which in the army and navy is being carried out under the motto 
“For the Motherland and For the Party, Our Shockwork, a Worthy Greeting for the 26th 
CPSU Congress!" 


The relay is being held in two stages and should help in the further growth of the 
initiative and creative activeness of the Army and Navy youth, in mobilizing the men 
to fight to achieve new successes in military and political training, mastery of 
modern equipment and weapons, and the strengthening of military discipline and 
proper order. The tank and missile troops, the sailors and aviators, the motorized 
rifle and artillery troops, as well as the representatives of the other military 
specialties with youthful ardor and verve are struggling to fully carry out the 
socialist obligations in order to become outstanding men in training, class special- 
ists, as well as to worthily greet the 26th CPSU Congress. 


The following examples can be given. In the Red Banner Northern Fieet, high indi- 
cators in the precongress competition have been achieved by the sailors of the 

nuc lear-powered vessel "Leninets.'’ The Komsomol members have given the commander 
energetic help in successfully carrying out the combat training plans. The person- 
nei of the leading crew is endeavoring to shorten the time required to bring the 
ship to a state of combat readiness, and to carry out all combat training missions 
with only the grade of excellent. The men of the Red Banner Tank Regiment imeni 
Leninskiy Komsomol (the Red Banner Belorussian Military District) have come forward 
with a good initiative. Here one out of every two Komsomol members has resolved to 
greet the congress as an outstanding man in military and political training. This 
obligation is being successfully carried out. 


In the course of the all-Union relay, the number of glorious deeds carried out by 
the Army and Navy Komsomol is being multiplied. Here it would be wise if the prop- 
agandist using specific examples from his own subunit, unit or ship would point out 
what contribution is made by the military Komsomol members to the struggle of the 
personnel to unconditionally fulfill the socialist obligations, to further strengthen 
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military discipline, to raise vigilance and combat readiness, and to properly cele- 
brate the 26th CPSU Congress. it would be desirable to mention the names of the 
best men, and describe their successes in training and service, as well as the ex- 
perience of achieving high indicators in military service. 


In participating in the All-Union Relay of Komsomol Affairs, the men of the Army and 
Navy must come even closer to the vital source of revolutionary thought and revolu- 
tionary action, that is, Lenin's ideological and theoretical heritage and the heroic 
history of the Communist Party. The soldiers and sailors, the sergeants and petty 
officers by the 60th anniversary of the speech of V. I. Lenin at the 3d Komsomol 
Congress thoroughly studied the work of the leader "The Tasks of the Youth Unions," 
and are endeavoring to be guided by this in their daily activities. 


The first stage of the All-Union Relay of Komsomol Affairs ends on 29 October, the 
day of the 62d anniversary of the Lenin Komsomol. The results of the second, con- 
cluding stage and the relay as a whole will be given by 25 February 1981, Soviet 
Army and Navy Day, the day of the opening of the 26th CPSU Congress. The primary 
task of each Komsomol organization in the Soviet Armed Forces and all the Komsomol 
members and young soidiers is to mark the reguiar congress of the Leninist Communist 
Party by unstinting military service, by outstanding training and exemplary duty. 


In his speech at the ceremony in Alma-Ata devoted to the 60th anniversary of Kazakh- 
stan and the Kazakh Communist Party, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev pointed out: "It would 
be a very good thing if the preparations for the next, 26th Congress of the CPSU be- 
came a question for not only the conmunists, but for all our people." These words 
apply fully to the men of the Armed Forces. Participation in the precongress 
socialist competition is viewed by the Army and Navy youth as a question of their 
honor and consciousness, and they are endeavoring that the combat readiness of the 
subunits, units and ships be on the highest level, and that the peaceful labor of 
the Soviet people and their friends in the fraternal socialist countries be depend- 
ably protected. 


It is essential to take up certain procedural instructions on organizing the Lenin 
Lesson "Let Us Study Communism, Let Us Build and Defend Communism!" in the form of 
which the given political exercise is carried out. In giving the lesson it is ad- 
visable to use the most experienced propagandists, lecturers, political workers, 
delegates of the 25th CPSU Congress, as well as veterans from the party and Komsomol 
and the USSR Armed Forces. 


In the period of preparing for the Lenin Lesson, the Komsomol committees and bureaus 
must analyze the work of the Komsomol organizations in the area of the communist in- 
doctrination of the youth and in a spirit of intolerance for bourgeois ideology and 
morality. It is important to fundamentally assess how the Komsomol organizations 
are carrying out the demands of the party and the Komsomol Central Committee on 
raising responsibility, organization and discipline of each Komsomol member, and on 
further improving the activities of the primary Komsomol organizations. All the 
work must be so organized that no Komsomol member remains on the sidelines in the 
preparations for the lesson, and that all the young soldiers be within the view of 
the Komsomol organizations. 


It is essential to give the material of the Lenin Lesson in an inseparable and close 
tie with life and with the tasks of the personnel in properly celebrating the 26th 








CPSU Congress. Using concrete material it is essential to convincingly show how the 
Komsomol members and young soldiers are carrying out their precongress socialist ob- 
ligations, how they are struggling for the honor and good name of their military 


collectives, for truly comradely relationships, and for high discipline, vigilance 
and combat readiness. 


It is also essential to carefully think through the very course of the Lenin Lesson 
and take concern to invite guests, as well as the proper equipping of the room and 
the use of technical propaganda devices. In the course of the preparations for the 
exercise and during it, it is advisable to draw the attention of the men not only to 
the individual works of V. I. Lenin, but also to the memoirs about him written by 
associates in the revolutionary struggle, as well as to artistic works about Lenin. 
The employees of the army and navy libraries can be of help in this. It is advis- 
able to draw up lists of literature on the subject and exhibit this at the places 
the exercises are held. 


The club employees must help the propagandists in choosing the appropriate films and 
documentary films and film strips. In the course of preparing for the exercise and 
directly during it, it is possible to recommend the collective use of excerpts from 
the films "Lenin in October," "Lenin in 1918," "A Man With a Gun," "Kremlin Cadets," 
"An Optimistic Tragedy,"' "We Are From Kronshtadt," "Officers,"' and "A Jump at Dawn," 
as well as the documentary films "Lenin in Smolnyy," "Always Be On Guard," "Loyal 

to the Oath," "The Great Feat,"' "The Wings of October," "From Blade to Missile," 

"We Are the Young Guard," and "I Serve the Soviet Union," and the film strips from 
the series "The Biography of V. I. Lenin," "Loyal to the Lenin Legacy," "The Soviet 
Army, A Liberator Army," "The Paths of the Fathers--The Roads of the Sons," and 
"Central Armed Forces Museum." 


During the lesson it is advisable for the men to hear a recording of the speech of 
V. I. Lenin "Appeal to the Red Army" or his talk "On Labor Discipline." 


As was already pointed out, in the course of the Lenin Lesson it is essential to or- 
ganize speeches by honored guests including Komsomol and party veterans, participants 
in the Great Patriotic War, and advanced production workers. in their reply, the 
Komsomol activists should state how the men are studying Lenin's ideological and 
theoretical heritage, and what successes they have achieved in the socialist competi- 
tion in honor of the 26th CPSU Congress. 


In concluding the lesson, it is important to reemphasize that the Lenin Komsomol, 
the Soviet youth and the men of the Army and Navy ardently and unanimously support 
and approve the domestic and foreign policy of the CPSU and the general course of 
our own party. This is a truly Leninist course of labor and victories in the name 
of the brightest ideals of mankind. This is the course of happiness and peace in 
the world. In the deeds of the Leninist Communist Party the Soviet youth draws in- 
spiration and enthusiasm for the glorious labor and military feats in the name of 
our fatherland. In the future our younger generation will set its pace from the 
Leninist communists. It is fully determined to properly celebrate an event of his- 
toric importance, the 26th CPSU Congress! 
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COMMENTS ON U.S. AND NATO CONCEPTS OF WAR 


a VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 20, Oct 80 signed to press 3 Oct 80 
Ppp - 


[Article by Doctor of Philosophical Sciences, Col T. Kondratkov: "What Is Concealed 
Behind the Bourgeois Concepts of the Essence of War?"'] 


[Text] Having set out to undermine detente and increase military preparations, the 
reactionary imperialist circles, primarily the United States and the other NATO 
countries, along with the Beijing hegemonists have developed a mass propaganda cam- 
paign. By false references to the mythical "Soviet military threat," they are en- 
deavoring ideologically to conceal their militaristic actions, their policy of naked 
force and dictating of terms, and establish their own claims to world domination. 


The Marxist-Leninist teachings about war have been subjected to malicious attack. 
Our ideological opponents have bent over backwards in trying to distort the 
dialectical-materialistic, class understanding of the essence of war and force on 
public opinion their spurious concepts which in one way or another justify war as a 
method of resolving political conflicts. 


Undoubtedly one of the most widely found forms of distorting the actual nature of 
war in the West is its "depolitization." This is expressed directly or indirectly 
in the separating of war from politics or political relations, in reducing it to the 
purely physical process of annihilation and destruction, and in identifying war with 
armed struggle per se. 


In the book "War. Historical, Political and Social Research" published in 1978 in 
the United States, it states: "In order to understand war, it is essential to 
understand the main phenomenon--violence.... Wars are in essence mass murder." 

The creators of this book side with the views of the English sociologist and mathe- 
matician L. Richardson who has defined the essence of war as "large-scale murder." 
The distinction between individual mrders and World War II is, according to L. 
Richardson, only in the number of victims. In his work "The Statistics of Lethal 
Conflicts,"’ he gives a certain "logarithmic scale," and each of the seven divisions 
of this scale includes wars with a strictly determined number of persons killed. 

In this manner the true essence of war is intentionally concealed, as well as its 
link with the politics of classes and states. 


War, in such an understanding of its essence, is an element of armed violence which 
is separate from politics and not subject to political control. In the opinion of 
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the supporters of the given concept, politics ends when war starts. Such views 
comprise the ideological and theoretical basis for the aggressive strategic doc- 
trines of imperialism which legitimize armed violence in its fiercest forms. 


In separating war from politics, bourgeois ideologists thereby create a basis for 
the "depolitization" of strategy and identifying it with the process of extermina- 
tion and destruction which cannot be controlled or limited by the political powers. 
The book "Modern Military Strategy" which was published by American specialists em- 
phasizes that U.S. and NATO strategy has asswaed a global and total character, and 
has been turned into a "lethal business.'' The purpose of the "total strategy," the 
book states, is to unite and coordinate the political, economic, ideological and 


military means for the complete extermination of the enemy population and ed 
forces, and for destroying its material and spiritual capabilities. The | tion 
of military strategy to the process of total destruction and mass extermination of 


people is an indication of the profound crisis in bourgeois military-political 
thinking. 


Another version of the distortion of the essence of war is its "absolute politiza- 
tion."’ This is manifested in an excessive exaggerating of the role of politics, its 
means and methods, and in understating the qualitative distinction between the 
political forms of struggle per se and armed conflict. The notion of "political 
wars" is linked to the absolutizing of the role of politics. The West German soci- 
Ologist H. Afheldt, in the book "Defense and Peace"’ (1979) has written that a politi- 
cal war is nothing new in history. its main objective, in the author's opinion, is 
to sap the enemy's will to struggle. This form of war is carried out using all 
means including and primarily subversive actions such as provocations, blackmail, 
deceit, espionage, and so forth. 


As the Western theoreticians of the given school assert, the process of the "politi- 
zation" of strategy occurs along with the process of the “politization" of war. 
Modern military strategy, in their opinion, has overstepped its intrinsic bounds, 

it has assumed a "'supermilitary" nature, it has merged with politics, and become a 
form of it. The West German Gen I. Kilmansegg, in the article "World Strategy, the 
United States and the Defense of Europe" has written: "General strategy with its 
four main elements--political, military, economic and psychological strategy--is the 
use of all forces of a state or a group of states within a single plan which in a 
certain sequence endeavors to ensure the achieving of one or several political ob- 
jectives."" These arguments distort the essence, content and class nature of the 
military strategy of imperialism, and conceal its reactionary, aggressive bent and 
the increased danger for all mankind. 


Thus, while the supporters of the "absolutizing of polit.cs" assert that "war is too 
serious a matter to entrust it to the generals,"' the supporters of the fetishizing 
of armed violence voice the directly opposite notion: "War is too serious a matter 
to entrust it to the politicians."’ These banal aphorisms reflecting two contradic- 
tory views on the essence of war are given in the mentioned book of the American 
authors "Modern Military Strategy." 


The danger of a one-sided approach to the essence of war and the describing of it 
solely either from the political viewpoint or from the military one is recognized 
by the most far-sighted political and military figures of imperialism. For this 
reason, they have been forced to search for an approach to the essence of war which 





would make it possible to eliminate the duality in its understanding and to work out 
a uniform "theoretical" basis for solving the problem. However here the serious 
obstacle is the absence of a scientific ideology and methodology among the bourgeois 
ideologists. Indicative of this would be the third form of falsifying the essence 
of war and which obliterates the qualitative distinction between war and peace. In 
the book by the American professor, Col R. Hobbs ''The Myth of Victory," it is cate- 
gorically stated: "Peace is war." The West German sociologist D. Senghaas in the 
book "Armaments and Militarism" also states that "peace and war are the same thing." 
Such an interpretation of the essence of war and peace is not merely unscientific. 
In obliterating the qualitative distinction between these two opposite phenomena, 

it makes it easier for the aggressive imperialist forces to carry out their activi- 
ties aimed at undermining detente and unleashing armed conflicts. 


In distorting the relationship between the two stuics of political relations--war 
and peace--the bourgeois ideologists endeavor to identify politics itself with vio- 
lence. This is characteristic primarily for the American school of "political 
realism," the representatives of which have taken a direct part in working out the 
foreign policy and military strategic doctrines of the United States and NATO. 

These include: H. Morgenthau, G. Kennan, H. Kissinger, R. Osgood and many others. 
In analyzing the views of the "realists,"' the English sociologist Y. Leader in the 
book "On the Essence of War," has pointed out that two aspects are inherent to them: 
"1) Force plays the decisive role as a means of achieving the interests of the state 
and as a measure of its status and position in the international system; 2) war is 
a means of politics the use of which is justified by it, when this is necessary for 
achieving the objectives of a state."" International relations, in the opinion of 
the "realists," are a balance of forces. Consequently in the relations between the 
United States and the USSR, any other policy except the policy of "from a position 
of strength" is supposedly impossible. 


Such a concept of politics has gained official embodiment in the postwar doctrines 
of the American presidents and in particular in the "Carter Doctrine" which was 
formulated by him in his State of the Nation message to Congress and at a speech 
before the joint houses of Congress on 23 January 1980. Here the claims of American 
imperialism to world domination have been frankly set out, a policy of confronta- 
tion and repudiation of the achievements of the policy of detente has been pro- 
claimed, and the concept advanced of increasing the arms race and relying on mili- 
tary might as the main means for achieving the foreign policy aims of the United 
States. This doctrine, undoubtedly, will have the same fate as its predecessors, 
the doctrines of Truman, Eisenhower and Nixon, which at one time suffered a complete 
defeat. 


The essence of war and its relation to politics are also distorted by Maoism.  In- 
herent to it, in the first place, is the distorting of the essence of politics and 
its relationship to the economy, and the proclaiming of the policy of "command 
strength.'' Maoist foreign policy is not only totally alien to socialist principles 
and ideals, but is also directed against the community of socialist states. Mcre- 
over it has directly sided with the actions of the most extreme reaction throughout 
the world, and is making China a supporter and partner of imperialism. Secondly, 
characteristic of Maoism is a fetishizing of the destructive, violent element of 
war, the dissolving of its essence in "bloody politics," and in military operations. 
Maoism, thirdly, has concealed the qualitative distinction between war and its oppo- 
Site, peace. For the Maoists the state of peace is only a temporary breathing space 
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between two wars and marking the halting of life and its stagnation, while war is 
the permanent state of society and the basic source of its advancement. 


Relying on the Maoist interpretation of the essence of war and on its doctrinal 
views, the present Chinese leadership is conducting unbridled propaganda of the 
inevitability of a new world war, it is rapidly militarizing the nation, it is in- 
creasing nuclear missile potential, and reequipping its armed forces, It has 
called for the creation of a "broad front" of struggle against the USSR, it is in 
favor of the arms race and the strengthening of NATO and other imperialist group- 
ings, and openly sides with the reactionary forces of the modern world. This cre- 
ates a serious threat to the peace and security of the peoples of the Asian and 
other continents and for all mankind, 


A truly scientific understanding of the actual essence of war is possible only on 
the basis of the Marxist-Leninist ideology and dialectical-materialistic method- 
ology, on the basis of a critical assessment of the past ideological-theoretical 
material, a generalization of military-historical experience, and above all the ex- 
perience of the waging of just liberation wars. V. 1. Lenin made an enormous con- 
tribution to the teachings about war and its relation to politics. 


The initial demand of scientific methodology in defining the essence of war is a 
materialistic, class understanding of politics and the patterns of its development. 
The Marxists proceed, V. I. Lenin emphasized, from the materialistic theory of 
politics, and view it as a concretized expression of economics. At the same time, 
V. I. Lenin pointed to the class nature of politics. ''People have always been and 
always wiil be," he wrote, "the silly victims of deceit and self-deceit in politics 
until] they learn to discern the interests of various classes behind any moral, re- 
ligious, political and social phrases, statements and promises" (PSS (Complete 
Collected Works], Vol 23, p 47). 


Politics includes three interrelated elements: the relations between classes, 
nations, peoples, states and groupings of states and sociopolitical systems; the 
particular form of social practice which is primarily in the activities of the po- 
litical parties, the states and public organizations; the system of ideas, theories 
and social feelings which form political awareness. All these elements in their 
unity and interaction comprise the contents of politics and determine the balance of 
the objective and subjective, the internal and external aspects in it. 


In defining the essence of war, it is essential, V. I. Lenin pointed out, to analyze 
first of all from what historical conditions a given war has derived, witha what 
political system it is related, what policy has engendered it, what ciasses are wag- 
ing it, and for the sake of what aims. The essence of = war cannot be understood in 
isolation from the politics of the classes and states and without studying the re- 
lationship of the domestic and foreign policy and the entire system of political 
relations which formed long before the war and led to it. 


War through and through is politics, the summation of politics, and a profoundly 


political phenomenon. "A war can hardly be explained," wrote V. I. Lenin, "without 
putting it in relation to the preceding policy of a given state, a given system of 
states or given classes.... This is the basic question..." (PSS, Vol 32, p 82). 


The political policy of the classes and states permeates all aspects of the war. 
This prepares for and causes the war, it determines its objectives and directs it. 





War serves the interests of politics, it is controlled by politics, and acts as its 
tool, implement, or means of achieving political goals. 


But war is a continuation of politics carried out by the use of special, violent 
means, by military operations and armed combat, Without an analysis of the specific 
features of the violent means, it is impossible to reach the essence of war and its 
qualitative distinction from other sociopolitical phenomena. V. I. Lenin pointed 
out that "war is simply the continuation of politics by other" (precisely violent) 
"means" (PSS, Vol 26, p 224). 


In its essence war is a profound political crisis which has become aggravated and 
developed into the form of military violence. The organized use of armed forces 
gives war a special appearance, and turns it into an extreme method for resolving 
political conflicts. Military actions have an enormous impact upon the political 
relations and all other aspects of the life of a state. Under the influence of 
military operations military political alliances can not only be created but also 
collapse, existing allied ties destroyed, and so forth. 


Here it is wrong to reduce a war and its essence to the specific features of the 
employed means, to the organized military operations, or to armed combat, as is done 
by the bourgeois and Maoist falsifiers. With the outset of a war, there is an ab- 
rupt change in the balance between the violent and nonviolent forms, with military 
operations moving to the forefront. Nevertheless, military operations and armed 
combat do not exclude but rather presuppose and require for their successful course 
the undertaking of diverse forms of struggle including diplomatic, ideological, eco- 
nomic, scientific-technical, intelligence, and so forth and which are subordinate to 
politics and the requirements of conducting the war. 


In their aggregate the armed and other diverse forms of struggle comprise the con- 
tent of war. The concept of content is similar to the concept of essence: both 
these concepts express the internal aspect of phenomena, subjects and processes. 

But there is also a distinction between them. The essence expresses the fundamental 
basis or main thing. But the content reflects the aggregate of elements comprising 
the phenomenon as a whole. The essence is fixed and less fluid. Content is less 
fixed and more fluid. 


The essence of a war is close to the concept of a law which expresses the general, 
internal, permanent and repeating objective relationships and ties. '"'...Law and 
essence,'' wrote V. [. Lenin, "are concepts that are similar (of the same order), 

or more accurately, of the same degree..." (PSS, Vol 29, p 136). But being similar 
to a law in the main point, essence is not completely identical with the law. There 
is a distinction between the law and the essence. It consists primarily in the fact 
that a law expresses a definite order of the causal, necessary and permanent tie 
between phenomena and processes. But an essence cannot be expressed by one law, but 
rather by several laws, each of which reflects one aspect of it. In the given re- 
gard, a law is more restricted and poorer than the essence. Thus, the essence of 
the capitalist method of production is expressed in the law of surplus value, in the 
law of production anarchy, in the law of the relative and absolute impoverishment of 
the proletariat, and in other laws. 


The situation is precisely the same with the essence of war. It is manifested not 
in one but rather in a whole system of laws: in the general laws of war expressing 
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the dependence of its course and outcome upon the balance of economic, moral- 
political and military capabilities of the belligerents, and also in specific laws 
which determine the methods and forms of combat operations and armed struggle. 
This is the distinction of the essence of a war from its laws. 


The essence of a war can be profoundly understood only in viewing war as a two-sided 
Clash in which each of the belligerents endeavors to give its actions an organized 
nature, and at the same time cause disorganization in the enemy's actions and cause 
it the greatest harm. This gives exceptional complexity to the diverse forms of 
combat employed in a war. | 


The essence of a war is also disclosed in its compari.or with peace. Peace, like 


war, is a sociohistorical and class phenomenon and p’ «' ss. War and peace cannot be 
viewed in isolation from politics and its class natw War and peace are two qual- 
itatively different forms of the existence of politic. Peace is a definite system 


of relations between nations, states and their groupings, and based upon the carry- 
ing out of politics by nonviolent means and methods. The essence of peace is de- 
termined by two fundamental distinctions: in the first place, by the nature of 
politics, and, secondly, by the peaceful, nonviolent methods of carrying out poli- 
tics. This is the fundamental, qualitative difference of peace from war. 


From the definition of the essence of war as the relationship of politics and non- 
violent means inevitably there derives the Leninist principle of the inseparable 
unity of political and military strategy and the unity of political and military 
leadership of the war. Only under the condition of such a unity in which the de- 
termining role is held by politics and the political leadership is it possible to 
successfully direct the combat actions of the armed forces and the activities of the 
rear services to the achieving of victory. 


Politics and political leadership have a decisive influence on determining the stra- 
tegic tasks, on allocating the resources necessary for carrying them out, and on the 
choice of the methods and forms of conducting military operations and armed combat. 
Without the participation of politics and political leadership, no strategic deci- 
Sion can be taken. In turn, strategy also influences politics. Strategic successes 
or, on the contrary, defeats in a war have an enormous impact on politics. 


The Leninist principle of the unity of political and military strategy, political 
and military leadership proved fully effective during the years of the Civil and 
Great Patriotic wars. It has maintained its validity under present-day conditions, 
and makes it possible to correctly solve the questions of strengthening national 
defenses, the organizational development and upgrading of the Armed Forces, and the 
preparation of them for repelling imperialist aggressicu. 


The profound changes in the balance of forces on the international scene and the 
fundamental transformations in military affairs have influenced the nature of the 
interpretation of the problem of the balance of politics and war by the bourgeois 
ideologists, and have strengthened the contradictoriness of their positions and 
vacillations in views. Not possessing a scientific methodology, bourgeois ideolo- 
gists have either been made prisoner of dogmatism which mechanically transpose prev- 
ious concepts and ideas to the nuclear age, or have ended up in the clutches of 
relativism which is characterized by instability and fluidity of concepts. The sup- 
porters of relativism have endeavored to cross out all the achievements of previous 
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scientific theoretical thought and impose their pseudoinnovative concepts on the 
essence of war, 


A portion of the ideologists of imperialism, drunk with the successes in the de 
velopment of nuclear missile weapons, has taken up the path of dogmatism and the 
absolutizing of theoretical concepts developed in the past, and turning them into 
universal formulas suitable for all times. In the aim of establishing their mili- 
taristic positions, these ideologists have endeavored to rely on the authority and 
arguments of military theoreticians of the past, particularly Clausewitz. In 
praising the principles worked out by Clausewitz and concerned with the relation- 
ship of politics and war, and in filling them out with a sinister content related 
to the rise of nuclear missile weapons, they have erected an ideological basis be- 
neath the aggressive policy of imperialism, and have justified the military- 
strategic doctrines of the imperialist blocs. Here, they extol the idealistic 
views about politics, they ignore its class essence, its economic roots and ties 
with the interests of monopolistic capital, and absolutize armed violence. 


The West German Gen W. Messier, the president of the "Clausewitz Society" in his 
lecture given at the NATO War College, stated: "And precisely the nuclear weapons 
force us to recognize that the theory of Clausewitz has maintained its complete 
Significance, mainly: ‘War is nothing more than the continuation of political re- 
lations with the interjection of other means....' If this thesis has maintained its 
validity during the times of the conventional waging of war, it has assumed even 
greater weight for nuclear weapons. Precisely it comprises the sense of the 'flex- 
ible response' strategy and the basis of the NATO political directives on the use of 
nuclear weapons."" Here is the fatal logic of the Western ideologists who obliter- 
ate the qualitative distinction between nuclear and non-nuclear weapons and who 
justify war using weapons of mass destruction. 


Another example of how modern ideologists of imperialism endeavor to exploit the 
authorities of the past for the purposes of justifying war could be the book ''Free- 
dom Without War'' which was recently published in the FRG on the occasion of the 
200th birthday of Clausewitz. It included 25 papers by the most prominent theoreti- 
cians and military leaders of the NATO countries. The basic idea of the book is to 
show that the theory of Ciausewitz at present is more timely than in the times of 
the publishing of his basic work "On War."' The study of this work is described as 
the "starting point" for solving the problems of war, peace and security in the 
nuclear age. For substantiating the "renaissance"’ of Clausewitz's ideas, data are 
given that his book after World War II was published in all basic European and 
Asiatic languages, and new "research centers" for the work by the German military 
thinker arose in the United States, France and Japan, and greater attention was 
paid to it by the Third World states. 


The NATO "flexible response" military strategic doctrine, reinforced by the concepts 
of Clausewitz, puts the emphasis on the preparations for various types of imperial- 
ist wars: world and local, large and small, nuclear and conventional. This doc- 
trine sanctions all-out nuclear war with the unrestricted use of weapons of mass 
destruction. In accord with the doctrine of "flexible response" a process has been 
occurring of increasing the NATO armed forces which include the inseparable triad: 
conventional armed forces; tactical nuclear forces and strategic nuclear forces. 
This triad is the “deterrent potential" of the aggressive bloc, its striking fist, 
and threat to the peace and security of peoples. 
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In being guided by the ideas of the "flexible response" doctrine and using the lie 
about the "Soviet m.ilita:y threat," the imperialist circles, the military industrial 
complex and the NATO military are endeavoring to check or turn back the positive 
processes occurring on the world scene. They are betting chiefly on the arms race 
initiated by them and the increase in military budgets. 


In December 1979, the United States imposed on its NATO allies a decision to deploy 
around 6 new medium-range American nuclear missiles in a number of the Western 
European countries, and to be aimed at the USSR and the other European socialist 
countries. At the same time the U.S. government announced a long-range program of 
unprecedented scope for increasing the various types of weaponry. An increase in 
the arsenals of conventional weapons is continuing in all the NATO countries. The 
true purpose of these militaristic measures is to achieve military-technical superi- 
ority over the Warsaw Pact countries and provide the possibility of carrying out a 
policy "from a position of strength." 


The doctrine of "flexible response’ and the related doctrine of "realistic deter- 
rent'’ have been complemented by the "new nuclear strategy" of the United States ap- 
proved recently by President Carter in Directive No 59. This strategy is an up- 
dated version of the bankrupt strategy of "massive retaliation.” On the official 
level it is oriented at accelerated preparations for nuclear war. "Its main es- 
sence,'' as Comrade L. |. Brezhnev recently emphasized in his speech in Kazakhstan, 
"actually comes down to making the very idea of nuclear war more acceptable for 
public opinion. This also is the purpose of arguments about the supposed 'limited' 
or ‘partial’ use of nuclear weapons which have nothing in common with reality and 
merely confuse people. It is an extremely dangerous policy for the peoples of the 
entire world!"" Broad sociopolitical circles throughout the world have angrily con- 
demned the cannibalistic essence of the U.S. "new nuclear strategy." 


lhus, there are various concepts of the essence of war. Some of them are based on 
dogmatism and act in the role of the direct and indirect advocates of modern mili- 
tarism, the instigators of conventional and nuclear arms races, and the apologists 
of aggressive foreign policy and military strategic doctrines of imperialism which 
legitimize the preparations for world and local wars using weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. Others are based on relativism which is characterized by a nihilistic dis- 
carding of the ideas and conclusions which came into being in the prenuclear period. 


The bourgeois relativist ideologists who adhere to various views and hold different 
political positions continue to make ideological attacks against the definition of 
war aS a continuation of politics by violent means. The French military theoreti- 
cian F. 0. Miquechet in the book "On the Face of War" has written that "at present 
war is more than a continuation of politics by other mec.s."" Analogous views are 
found in the works and speeches of a number of the political and military leaders 
of the West, and in particular the former FRG minister of defense G. Leber, and the 


former Israeli prime minister Y. Rabin. 


As the basic argument against the definition of war as a continuation of politics by 
violent means, they have used the fact that with the creation of nuclear weapons, 
war has supposedly ‘'transformed" its essence, and has become a "fundamentally new 
phenomenon" which has radically altered its attitude toward politics. The West 
German sociologist P. Lange in the work "On the Political Use of Military Force" 

has written that "at present war is understood as the negation of politics." In 





other words, the conclusion has been drawn on the breaking of the link between war 
and politics and the loss of the political essence by war, and this cannot be con- 
sidered correct and valid. 


In analyzing the essence of a possible nuclear war, the bourgeois ideologists de- 
pict it as a military-technical clash separate from the politics of classes and 
states. The American physicist D. Langford in the book "War in 2080" describes a 
future war in the form of a "technical nuclear Armageddon."’ The English Prof M. 
Thring describes war as a "clash of robots."' The lieutenant colone! of the Bundes 
wehr K. Semlich also has written that modern war "has been turned from a political 
act into a purely technical phenomenon, and thereby into a technical fight." By 
such arguments the bourgeois relativistic ideologists intend to confuse the masses 
of people on the class-political essence of a future war, and lift the responsibil- 
ity from the imperialist aggressors for preparing and starting it. 


In criticizing the definition of war as a continuation of politics by violent means, 
Western sociologists and military historians have confused two closely related but 
different questions: the theoretical question of the essence of a possible nuclear 
war and the practical political question of whether such a war can serve as a tool, 
implement or means for carrying out a political line. 


At present, when the opposing sides, and primarily the imperialist states which are 
members of NATO and the socialist states which are members of the Warsaw Pact 
possess colossal nuclear missile potential, under these conditions a nuciear war 
cannot and should not be used as a means for attaining political goals. 


In opposition to the imperialist nations, the creation of nuciear missile weapons 

in the Soviet Union was caused by the urgent need for self-defense against the 
nuclear provocations of American imperialism. This was a measure of response which 
eliminated the calculations of the U.S. military political circles on the invulner- 
ability of their territory and impunity in a modern war. When our country came 
under the nuclear threat deriving from American imperialism, Soviet scientists, 
engineers and workers carried out a true feat, in developing nuclear weapons and 
intercontinental missiles. In this manner they excluded the possibility of unleash- 
ing a war against the USSR with impunity for the aggressor. 


Nuclear missile weapons made substantial changes in the relationship between poli- 
tics and war, and turned war into an exceptionally dangerous and iethal means of 
politics. However, new weapons did not eliminate this relationship. Nuclear war, 
like any war, cannot arise out of nothing, from a vacuum, without the intentional, 
evii-minded political line of the aggressive imperialist circles and their sup- 
porters. Like Worid wars I and II which were the offspring and continuation of 

the aggressive, plunderous policy of the imperialist states, nuclear war, in the 
event it broke out, would be a tragic consequence of the years-long aggressive 
policy of U.S. imperialism and its partners in the military blocs. Nuclear war can- 
not provide the militant imperialist circles and their supporters with the achieving 
of cannibalistic plans. It would be suicide for them. This truth more and more is 
being understood by realistically thinking political, state and military leaders in 
the capitalist West who are coming out in favor of deepening detente and peaceful 
coexistence. 











The countries of the socialist commonwealth are opposing the dangerous course of the 
United States and the other NATO countries by a broad program of actions which 
should eliminate the threat of the resumption of the Cold War, strengthen confidence 
and mutual understanding in international relations, and direct the course of events 
into a more peaceful channel. As was emphasized in the Declaration of the Warsaw 
Pact states approved at the jubilee meeting of the Political Consultative Committee 
in May 1950, these states “reaffirm that they have never endeavored and will not 
endeavor to achieve military superiority, they have been constantly in favor of 
achieving military equilibrium on ever-lower levels and for reducing and eliminat- 
ing the armed confrontation in Europe. They do not have, have not had and will not 
have any other strategic doctrine except a defensive one; there are no, there have 
been no and will be no intentions to create the potential for the first nuclear 
strike," 


Marxist-Leninists decisively condemn nuclear war and view it as the greatest crime 
against mankind. Such a war would cause enormous damage to the progressive develop- 
ment of society. War is alien to the very nature of socialism. Only imperialist 
lunatics could dream of all-out war, those who fear socialism more than the loss of 
a larger part of mankind. Marxist-Leninists are in favor or a full banning and 
destruction of weapons of mass destruction, for preventing a nuclear catastrophe and 
for the preservation of universal peace. 


Like worid wars, local ones are one of the forms for the continuation of the aggres- 
Sive policy of imperialism by violent means employed on a limited scale and on com- 
paratively small territories. The small spatial scope, the limited use of resources 
and the restricted objectives do not alter the class essence of a local war or its 
relation to politics. Like any predatory war, it embodies the aggressive policy 
carried out by violent means. For the peoples and countries who have become the 
victims of the aggression, local wars are a continuation of their liberation policy 
and armed resistance to the imperialist invaders. 


As the experience of the postwar years shows, not every local war inevitably develops 
into a world one, but each such war exacerbates the internationai situation, it in- 
creases tension in relations between states and their groupings, and under certain 
conditions can become a dangerous step toward world war or its detonator. Any 

local adventure started up by the imperialist aggressors and their partners involves 
the danger of developing into a world clash using conventional and nuclear weapons, 
as there is no impassable barrier or solid wall between local and world wars. 


For this reason, the attempts of the present U.S. administration to legitimize a 
limited nuclear war as a means of aggressive pol:cy are completely absurd and rub- 
bish. In arguing for the graduated use of nuclear weapc..s, the advocates of mili- 
tarism themselves plainly do not know how to avoid the growth of a iocal nuclear 
ccaflict into a world-wide nuclear catastrophe. Here lies the most vulnerable 
place of the strategy of limited nuclear war, its fundamental flaw, its danger for 
all mankind. 


As for the present Maoists, they, in the first place, recognize local wars as an 
"advisable" means which is "“acceptable"’ supposedly both for the imperialist and for 
the socialist states. Secondiy, the Maoists view local wars as a method of provoking 
a major war, particularly between the USSR and the United States. Thirdly, they 
call for preparations for "large and small" wars the threat of which supposedly 
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"derives from the Soviet Union."" All of this clearly evidences the sinister, 
treacherous essence of the policy and ideology of the Beijing leaders who have 
turned China into an ally of the reactionary imperialist forces. 


The steadfast carrying out by the USSR of the foreign policy course which combines 
peace-loving with the firm rebuff of aggression has made it possible to break out 

of the tragic cycle of world war--brief breathing space of peace--a new world war, 
However universal peace is in no way guaranteed. The adventuristic actions of the 
United States and its supporters, as was stated at the June (1980) Plenum of the 
CPSU Central Committee, has caused a greater military danger. As a result of this 
mankind has been confronted with the choice: either the peoples and states put into 
operation all forces for maintaining peace, or they will be thrown into the abyss of 
a destructive nuclear world war. 


The Soviet Armed Forces are a reliable bastion of peace and a dependable guard for 
the creative labor of our people. Totally loyal to the Communist Party and the 

socialist motherland and profoundly aware of the great responsibility for ensuring 
the state interests of the USSR and the entire socialist commonwealth, our military 
in close alliance with the men of the fraternal Warsaw Pact armies, are vigilantly 
standing duty to defend the historic victories of socialism, peace and security of 
peoples. They are ready to block the path of aggression from wherever it may come. 
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BOOK REVIEW: SOVIET MILITARY ENCYCLOPEDIA, VOL 8 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 20, Oct 80 signed to press 3 Oct 80 
pp 87-89 


(Review by Lt Gen Tank Trps L. Vtorushin of the eighth volume of "Sovetskaya 
Voyennaya Entsiklopediya" (Soviet Military Encyclopedia), Mar SU N. V. Ogarkov, 
chairman of the Main Editorial Commission, Moscow, Voyenizdat, 1980, 688 pages with 
illustrations, 6 rubles 60 kopecks| 


(Text) The last, eighth volume of the fundamental scientific reference work | the 
"Soviet Military Encyclopedia"] has been published, and this completes the printing 
of our nation's first Soviet Military Encyclopedia. This is a major event in the 
military-theoretical life of the Soviet Armed Forces. The military personnel now 
possess a necessary and very useful aid written on a level of the last achievements 
of Marxist-Leninist methodology and the theory of military affairs. 


The contents of the eighth volume which includes a large range of terms from the 
words 'Tashkent"’ to "Weapon Pit" are very diverse. It contains materials which take 
up the questions of Marxist-Leninist teachings about war and the army, the leader- 
ship of the CPSU over military organizational development and the armed defense of 
the socialist fatherland, and many problems of Soviet military theory and practice. 
Thorough analysis is provided for the speeches by V. I. Lenin on military questions. 


Of particular interest in this regard is the article on the work by V. I. Lenin 

"A Difficult But Necessary Lesson." It discloses the contents of an article by 

V. I. Lenin which was written on the occasion of the treachery of Trotskiy who had 
prevented the peace talks with Germany, and is devoted to the questions of strength- 
ening the defense capability of the Soviet Republic and preparing the Soviet people 
to defend the socialist fatherland. In the article Lenin assesses the events from 
18 through 24 February 1918, when the German troops begs. the offensive along the 
entire front in the objective of strangling the Soviet socialist republic, it shows 
all the lethalness and harm of simplistic views and revolutionary phrases of the 
"leftist communists," and proposes the very important thesis that from 25 October 
1917, "we are on the defensive.... We are for defending the fatherland...for de- 
fending the Soviet Socialist Republic of Russia." But such defense requires the 
greatest possible strengthening of the military might of the country and extended 
preparations for war, starting with an economic rise in the country, the laying of 
railroads, the ubiquitous imposing of trictest revolutionary discipline and self- 
discipline. Lenin particularly emphasized the necessity of creating a new strong 


army. 
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The article "A Difficult But Necessary Lesson" is also important in that it formu- 
lated the attitude of the Soviet Republic to the international socialist movement. 
The revolution in other countries, undoubtedly, would mature and grow stronger, 
Lenin pointed out, and it must be aided. But this is possible only in maintaining 
the Soviet Socialist Republic in Russia and creating a strong army in it. The ideas 
and conclusions of the article were a guide for the activities of the Communist 
Party in strengthening the defense capability of the Soviet state and its Armed 
Forces. And at present they have maintained their timeliness for us. 


The volume emphasizes the significance of the article by V. I. Lenin "Theses of the 
RKP(b) [Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik) } Central Committee Related to the Situa- 
tion on the Eastern Front."" Written by V. I. Lenin on 11 Aprii 1919 and approved on 
the same day by the Orgburo (Organization Bureau] of the RKP(b) Central Committee, 
the theses defined the decisive theater of war, the basic areas of work for the 
party, soviet and trade union organs for increasing the military might of the Red 
Army and improving its organization. They served as a program of activities for the 
Communist Party to mobilize the workers and peasants in the struggle ayainst the 
Kolchak troops, and played a major role in organizing the armed defense of the social- 
ist fatherland. 


The article by V. I. Lenin "Lessons of the Moscow Uprising" was an important stage 
in the development of Marxist theory of an armed uprising. A separate article in 
the volume is devoted to analyzing it. Lenin's article, the entry states, helped 
the working class and its party to profoundly study and consider the historical ex- 
perience of the December battles in Moscow in 1905, and to prepare steadily and de- 
cisively for new clashes with the autocracy. The ideas worked out in it were sub- 
sequently developed and concretized by V. I. Lenin, particularly in the works writ- 
ten during the period of preparing for the Great October Socialist Revolution. 


The fundamental questions of war and the army, and military art are also examined 

in the article "Engels."" It relates that the application of dialectical and his- 
torical materialism to the military area by Marx and Engels marked a revolution in 
the views on war and military affairs as a whole. The entry emphasizes that F. 
Engels rightly is recognized for his special contribution to this. His works on 
military and military history questions for the first time provide a materialistic 
basis for the basic problems of war, the army and military affairs, they show the 
relationship of war and the economy, war and politics, the relationship of equipment 
and man in a war, the role of the masses of people and military leaders, and the 
significance of the moral factor; the patterns of military affairs are brought out. 
Great attention was given to elaborating the strategy and tactics of the armed strug- 
gle of the proletariat, the principles of its military organization, the foundations 
of proletarian military science and a truly scientific history of military art. 


The very rich theoretical heritage of F. Engels on military questions at present has 
not lost its timely significance. The basic provisions raised in the military theory 
and military history works of Engels concerning war, the army and military science 
are a model of scientific foresight, they serve as an effective guide for working 

out the most important problems of military theory, and they are employed and de- 
veloped under the present-day conditions of military organizational development. 

They help to struggle against an idealistic ideology and metaphysical approach to 

the phenomena of war, and to unmask imperialistic military theories. 
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The materials of the reviewed volume clearly show the growing role of the CPSU in 
the leadership of the Armed Forces, in improving their combat might and technical 
equipping, and in improving the quality of the instruction and indoctrination of 

the men. In following the immortal ideas of Lenin, the party is doing everything 

so that the Soviet Army and Navy worthily carry out their sacred duty to defend the 
great victories of socialism and communism. The Communist Party has raised a remark- 
able galaxy of military leaders who, in carrying out the instructions of V. I. 
Lenin, were able during the difficult years of the Civil War to lead the revolution- 
ary masses and bring them to victory over the hordes of the Old World. Among them 
are the names of the Civil War heroes VY. |. Chapayev, N. A. Shchors and Ya. F. 
Pabritsius and the volume contains articles about them, 


Many articles in the last volume take up the development of the Soviet Armed Forces 
during the period between the Civil and Great Patriotic wars. During these years, 
the Communist Party waged an active struggle against anti-Marxist concepts in mili- 
tary theory, and against the erroneous and hostile views of the "leftist'’ commu- 
nists and Trotskiyites on the questions of military organizational development in 
the new society. The achievement of the party was a thorough examination and suc- 
cessful solution to the problems arising in the process of improving military af- 
fairs, a profound analysis of the nature of wars, a disclosure of the basic de- 
velopmental patterns of military might in the country considering the appearance of 
its new elements and the particular features of a possible war. This important re- 
search work actively involved the prominent military leaders and theoreticians of 
the Leninist school M. V. Frunze, M. N. Tukhachevskiy, B. M. Shaposhnikov, I. S. 
Unshiikht and V. K. Triandafillov, the activities of whom are taken up in detail in 
the reviewed volume. A careful analysis during the interwar period of the urgent 
problems of Marxist-Leninist teachings about war and the army largely contributed 
to the creation of the military-theoretical prerequisites for the victory of the 
Soviet Armed Forces over the Nazi occupiers during the Great Patriotic War. 


In this volume, significant space has been given over to military history events re- 
lated to the struggle of the Soviet people and their Armed Forces for the liberty 
and independence of our motherland. In this regard the readers' attention will be 
drawn to the entries which describe the Ruia and Tikhvin offensive and defensive op- 
erations, the Tuapse, Khar'kov operations and, of course, the lIasi-Kishinev strate- 
gic offensive operation. The objective of the latter was to crush the lasi-Kishinev 
Nazi troop grouping, to complete the liberation of Moldavia and knock Romania out of 
the war on the side of Nazi Germany. This operation was one of the major and out- 
standing operations of the Soviet Armed Forces in terms of its strategic and 
military-political significance. From the viewpoint of military art, it was an ex- 
ample of an encirclement operation with the simultaneous rapid advance on the out- 
side front under the conditions of a difficult mountainc.s and wooded terrain. 


Its success, as many others, was aided by the skillfully organized party political 
work which was based upon the demands of the Directive of the Main Political Direc- 
torate of 19 July 1944. The essence of the liberating mission of the Soviet Army 
was explained to the soldiers and to the local population, while the troops were in- 
doctrinated in high vigilance and offensive zeal, as well as humaneness for the 


peaceful population. 


The victory in the Great Patriotic War became possible because the Soviet troops 
were provided with the necessary quantity of high-quality military equipment and 








weapons, During the war years the USSR People's Comaissar of Weapons was Comrade 
D. F, Ustinov who now is a member of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Comnaittee, 
USSR Minister of Defense, and Marshal of the Soviet Union. In carrying out the 
assignments of the VKP(b) [Al)-Union Communist Party (Bolshevik)) Central Committee 
and the GKO [State Defense Committee], he made a major contribution to developing 
the production of artillery and rifle weapons, and to solving complicated scientific- 
technical problems related to the development of new models of weapons. As is 
stated in the article devoted to him, the enterprises of the People's Commissariat 
of Weapons during the war years provided the mass production of guns, and they suc- 
cessfully mastered the production of large series of new, more advanced types of 
weapons needed to equip the Soviet Army and Navy. 


Of great indoctrinational significance also are the articles about the Soviet mili- 

tary leaders Mars SU S. K. Timoshenko, F. I. Tolbukhin and V. I. Chuykov, Gen Arm 

I. D. Chernyakhovskiy on the designers and inventors of weapons and military equip- 

ment A. N. Tupolev, A. S. Yakovlev, F. V. Tokarev, F. G. Fedorov, G. S. Shpagin, and 
many other war heroes. The entries also describe in good detail the campaign record 
of the Soviet Army formations which distinguished themselves in the batties against 

the Nazi invaders. 


The volume also contains many military history materials on military and naval lead- 
ers, as well as important historical battles and engagements, starting from great 
antiquity. Here are articles on the Ancient Greek military leader and politician 
Epaminondas who discovered the great tactical principle which determined the outcome 
of virtually all decisive engagements: the uneven distribution of troops along the 
front for the purpose of concentrating forces for the main thrust in the crucial 
sector; and the outstanding Russian naval leader F. F. Ushakov with whose name are 
linked brilliant victories of the Russian Black Sea Fleet over the numerically su-- 
perior forces of the Turkish Fleet in the course of the Russo-Turkish War of 1787- 
1791. During the Mediterranean Campaign (1798-1800), Adm F. F. Ushakov proved hin- 
self to be a major naval leader, a s\illed politician and diplomat. This remarkable 
naval leader is among those heroes of our history whose lives and activities have 
inspired successors under new historical conditions to feats for the glory of the 
motherland. In 1944, the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet established the Order 
of Ushakov in two degrees and a medal. During the Great Patriotic War, thousands of 
Soviet sailors received these awards. 


The reader will also find a description of the famous Swiss Campaign of A. V. 
Suvorov, as well as thorough descriptions of the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648), the 
first general European war between two major groupings of powers for dominance in 
Europe, the Tsuchima Naval Engagement, and many others. 


The reviewed work deals widely with the modern state and development of the various 
armed services, branches of troops, districts and fleets of the Soviet Armed Forces. 
Instructive are the materials on the Pacific and Black Sea fieets, the Central and. 
Southern Troop groups, the Turkistan Military District, and the Rear of the Armed 
Forces. The articles "Troop Control and Command," "Technical Teaching Devices," 
"Technical Propaganda Devices," "Training Facilities," "Exercise," "Artistic Liter- 
ature," "Amateur Artistic Activities," and others examine various aspects in the 
life and activities of the Soviet troops at present. Certain articles, in particu- 
lar "Frontal Offensive Operation,"’ and "Frontal Defensive Operation" generalize the 
experience of conducting operations during the Great Patriotic War, and show the 
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development level of the theory of military art achieved in the Soviet Armed Forces 
at the present stage. 


Also found in the volume are entries on the military regulations which are official 
legal enforceable documents which regulate the life and activities of the servicemen 
and the relations between them. Here also is interesting information on the pre- 
revolutionary regulations, including the first Russian printed military book "Exer- 
cise and Craft of Military Formation of Infantry Personnel." 


The influence of the scientific-technical revolution on theoretical thought can be 
seen in the small, but very informative articles, "Ergonomics," and "Heuristics." 
These terms have become part of the lexicon of Soviet military personnel, in charac- 
terizing the enriching of their views on the relationship of "man--machine-- 
environment." 


The materials on military-geographic subjects represented in the book provide a 
rather full notion of the political and economic life of such countries as the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany, France and Japan, as well as their armed forces and the 
relations of the USSR with these countries. The articles convincingly show that the 
USSR has built its relations with the designated countries on a basis of the princi- 
ples of Leninist foreign policy, and is making every effort to avoid a nuclear war, 
with a discussion of this concept in an article of the same name. 


Undoubtedly, in a review there is no opportunity to examine the entire thematic 
richness of the entries contained in the last volume of the "Soviet Military Encyclo- 
pedia."' But regardless of this, it can be said with full confidence that the new 
work will provide a broad range of readers with the necessary help in understanding 
the basic problems of military science and military art and in deepening knowledge 
on various questions of military affairs. 
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BOOK REVIEW: KOMSOMOL HISTORY AND ACTIVITIES 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 20, Oct 80 signed to press 3 Oct 80 
pp 90-91 


[Review by Col A. Utyl'yev of the book "Soyuz Molodykh Lenintsev" (Union of Young 
Leninists), by Ye. M. Tyazhel'nikov, Moscow, Politizdat, 1980, 367 pages, 1 ruble. 


[Text] The book by Ye. M. Tyazhel'nikov "The Union of Young Leninists" is devoted 
to the vanguard of the Soviet youth, the Lenin Komsomol. Using extensive factual 
material, it traces the historical path of the Komsomol and its diverse activities 
under the conditions of developed socialism. 


Let us immediately point out that such a difficult task for a single publication has 
been successfully carried out due to the fortunate organization of the book. The 
author has selected the key questions which are of primary significance in the daily 
activities of the Komsomol, and has thoroughly treated then. 


The book opens with a section describing the rise and development of the Komsomol, 
the history of which is inseparable from the name of Lenin and from the activities 
of the Communist Party. Lenin and the party, the author points out, created, raised 
and fostered the Komsomol, they armed it with revolutionary teachings, and inspired 
it with the high and noble aim of transforming the world on the ideas of socialism. 
Lenin stood at the sources of the yough movement in our country. He worked out the 
ideological and organizational bases of the Communist Youth Union. More than 200 
articles, speeches and letters contain the statements of Lenin on the youth and give 
his views on the relationship of the Marxist party with the younger generation. 
Among them a special place is held by the remarkable speech of V. I. Lenin at the 
Third Russian Komsomol Congress in which the Soviet youth even now will find answers 
to the most urgent questions and will view it as an order of the party to the young 
builders of communism. 


The subsequent sections develop and deepen the main theme of the book, the theme of 
the unbreakable unity of the CPSU and the Komsomol which, with the name of Lenin 

and under the leadership of the Communist Party, in all stages of development of the 
Soviet state--be they the years of bloody clashes with the class enemy or the years 
of peaceful creation--was the proponent of the ideas of Leninism among the youth, 
and carried out the role of the conscious militant vanguard of the youth and the 
reserve and assistant of the party. 








The section "The Main Task is to Study Communism" is one of the central ones in the 
book. It profoundly and thoroughly brings out the content of Lenin's basic legacy 
to the Komsomol and youth ''to study cosmunism'’ under modern conditions, it shows the 
structure and focus of the present system of Komsomol political studies, it focuses 
attention on the shortcomings in political indoctrination among the youth, and 
points out the ways to eliminate them, Other sections such as ‘ln Labor Along With 
the Workers and Peasants," and "The Komsomol and Culture," show the scale and aim 
of the labor accomplishments of the Komsomol and the role of the youth in the 
Spiritual life of society. The section "Efficiency and Quality for Komsomol Work" 
thoroughly discloses first of all the activities of the primary Komsomol organiza- 
tions and analyzes the appearance of a modern Komsomol worker and the demands made 
on him. 


For the military reader, the commanders and political workers, the communists and 
Komsomol members, ot undoubted interest will be the section which deals with the 
sacred duty of the youth to defend the socialist fatherland. V. 1. Lenin assigned 
precisely the youth an important roie in defending the victories of Great October. 
The author inspiringly describes how under the colors of the Communist Party in the 
struggle against enemies the sons and daughters of the Komsomol matured, and grew 
up as tempered, convinced fighters for the happiness and bright future of the work- 
ing people. 


Thousands of young men and women fought on the fronts for the young Soviet Republic. 
Almost one-half of the Komsomo] membership in those years (around 200,000 persons) 
participated in the Civil War, and 5,000 Komsomol] members were awarded the highest 
decoration of the republic, the Order of the Red Banner. 


In reading the book, the vivid pages of the military chronicle of the Lenin Komsomol 
will pass before your eyes. One can clearly see the year 1922, when the Fifth Kom- 

somol Congress resolved to assume sponsorship of the republic's Red Navy. The young 
guard swarmed to the lifeless, idle ships in order to clean, scrub, to fix up rusted 
equipment, to breathe life into them, and put the destroyers, gunboats and cruisers 

under way. It was as if a salty breeze was biowing across the expanses of the USSR. 
Even hundreds of versts away from the oceans and seas, naval circles arose and naval 
gunnery was being studied. The motherland received excellent, aware sailors. 


... The year was 1931. And again, like 9 years before when the young people had gone 
off to the fleet, the millions-strong Komsomol bestirred itself. The slogan 
"Komsomol Member, to the Airplane!" proclaimed at the Ninth Congress became a vital 
program for thousands of young citizens of the republic who with great enthusiasm 
built gliders and studied aircraft engines. Thus characters were forged and hearts 
temperec. 


The author gives impressive figures: by 1 September 1935, the nation had 3,759 
military training points for all the branches of troops, which simultaneously 
trained over 170,000 young men and women. By the beginning of the Great Patriotic 
War, around 400,000 reserve pilots, parachutists, aviation and tens of thousands of 
other specialists had been trained from the youths. 


The Great Patriotic War became a severe testing for our country. And here again the 
Lenin Komsomol was a combat assistant of the Communist Party in mobilizing all the 
resources to defeat the enemy. This can be seen from the excerpts quoted by the 
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author from the decisions of the Komsomol Central Committee and the letters from 
young patriots with the request to send them to the front. At the end of June 1941, 
the VKP(b) [All-Union Communist Party (Bolshevik)} Central Committee had sent the 
army 60,000 communists and 40,000 Komsomol members as political fighters to rein. 
force the party political influence in the troops. 


Like the communists, the Komsumol members were the first into battle and the last to 
leave. The example of the Komsomol members led on the fighters and challenged them 
to a feat for the sake of the motherland. And if need be, then even at the price of 
their young lives the Komsomol members won victory in the fierce clash with the 
hated enemy, as was done by the legendary Aleksandr Matrosov, Zoya Kosmodem'yanskaya 
and Liza Chaykina, the Krasnodon partisans, and hundreds and thousands of Komsomoi 
members whose names are remembered eternally by our people. 


The book thoroughly and profoundly shows the role of the Communist Party as the main 
guiding and directing force of the Soviet people during the Great Patriotic War. 

The author convincingly shows that one of the most important, decisive factors for 
achieving victory was the unbreakable morale of the people and the feelings instil- 
led by the party in the youth of ardent patriotism and internationalism, an unshak- 
able belief in the triumph of our cause and conviction in the rightness of the 
domestic and foreign policy of the Communist Party and Soviet government. The mili- 
tary feat of the young patriots was properly commended: 43.5 million Komsomol mem- 
bers from the Army and Navy and 50,000 young partisans were awarded orders and medals 
of the motherland. Of the 11,600 heroes of the Soviet Union, over 7,000 were Kom- 
somol members. More than one-half of those who received this high award twice, some 
60 persons, were Komsomol members. Aleksandr Pokryshkin and Ivan Kozhedub became 
Heroes of the Soviet Union three times. 


"Thirty-five years have passed since the end of the Great Patriotic War, since Vic- 
tory Day,'’ the author writes. "The wounds suffered by the nation have healed over. 
A new generation has grown up. But this heroic time is recalled by the Eternal 
Flame, the magnificent monuments and humble obelisks on the fraternal graves. The 
names of 20 million fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters who by their heart de- 
fended the motherland and saved the world from fascism are inscribed forever not 
only on the granite of the obelisks but also in our hearts, and they will remain 
forever in the memory and deeds of the people. No one has been forgotten, nothing 
has been forgotten!" 


Upon the initiative of the Komsomol, the All-Union Hike to the Sites of the Revolu- 
tionary, Military and Labor Glory of the Soviet People was started in commemoration 
of the war heroes. The winners of the Lenin Komsomol Prize, Irina Bondareva and 
Igor' Shrinik, urged the youth of the nation during the year of the 50th anniversary 
of the victory, to work for themselves and for those who gave their lives in the 
battles for the independence of the motherland. The Komsomol members in the military 
who have taken up the combat baton of their fathers are constantly mastering military 
expertise. Our youth is being indoctrinated in the revolutionary, labor and military 
traditions of the party and Komsomol. 


The book particularly emphasizes the enormous indoctrinational role of the Soviet 
Armed Forces for millions of young men of the nation who during their service not 
only go through a school of endurance and discipline, but also acquire technical and 
professional knowledge and political training. At present the personne! of the 
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units and ships consists predominantly of Komsomol members, and for this reason, 
the author points out, the role of the Army and Navy Komsomol, as the permanent 

and reliable assistant of the commanders, the political bodies, and party organiza- 
tions, will increase further in carrying out the responsible tasks of further in- 
proving military and political training and strengthening the defense capability 
of the nation. The men of the 1980's are inheriting all that is the best and pro- 
gressive from the glorious history of the Komsomol, and they will carefully protect 
and add to the glorious revolutionary and military traditions of the Soviet Armed 
Forces. 


An important merit of the book ''The Union of Young Leninists" is its popular nature 
which, incidentally, does not exclude a sound scientific basis. Written in a vivid, 
emotional and popular style, it will make a substantial contribution to the chroni- 
cle of the Komsomol. The book, beyond any doubt, will attract the attention of a 

broad range of readers, and will provide significant help to the commanders, the 

political workers and the Komsomol activists in ideological indoctrination with the 
personnel and in developing an activist position in life among the Soviet military. 
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